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Will Britain and France Delay 


in Making a Move for Peace? 


WATTING ON HITLER 
ISN'T GOOD ENOUGH 


The real tragedy is that if Hitler and what 


The cool reception by Britain and France 


of the wise offer of mediation by the rulers 
of Belgium and the Netherlands, and _ the 
hellicose broadcast by Mr. Churchill which 
followed hard upon the publication of the 
Allies’ replies, have caused widespread dismay. 


All over the country people are asking : Are the British and 
French Governments really anxious for the war to go on? Or, at 
least, are they determined to make no real move for the calling of 
an armistice ? 


Evidence seems to be increasing that the latter is the case. 
Herr Hitler, we hear stated again and again, knows “ our minimum 
terms,” and when he is ready to concede them he will find us ready 
to reciprocate. We are “ waiting for Hitler.” 


There has, in fact, been so far no explicit statement of Allied 
“terms,” minimum or maximum. The impression is accordingly 
widespread that in the absence of such an explicit declaration the 
only war aim of the Allies, and the only condition of peace they 
will accept, is the overthrow of the Nazi Government. 


If this is the case, what assurance can Britain and France have 
that the German government that would replace Herr Hitler and 
his colleagues would be any more reliable than they? Or that 
the German people, drugged with seven years of Nazi propaganda, 
would be ready immediately to accept a different form of govern- 


evils he stands for are to be destroyed this 
can only be done by the German people 
themselves and every day of the war makes 
their task more difficult. Every refusal by 
the Allies to avail themselves of moves for 
peace, every inflammatory and boasting speech 
of the Churchill type, plays into the hands of 
the German leaders. 

One thing and one thing alone can reverse this dangerous 
trend, and that is the growth of a public opinion in favour of 
stopping the war now and carrying the issues at dispute into con- 


ference. To create that public opinion is a responsibility of every 
sane individual at this moment. 


“* Waiting for Hitler” isn’t good enough. 
initiative in restoring sanity. 


We must take the 


Conversations with friends and acquaintances, the organiza- 
tion of public meetings, support for the National Peace Council’s 
“State Peace Terms” campaign, and the expansion of the sale of 
Peace News are ways in which you can help. 


ment, the sort of government the Allies would approve ? 


Press The Government 


To Make Clear Where 
It Stands Now! 


By the Editor 


ers up to Hitler,” says the British 

[ess in tones ranging from dignified 

self righteousness to hysterical anti- 
Germanism. 

Now that the British and French replies 
to the Dutch and Belgian request for a 
statement of “ their standpoints ” have been 
sent, it is declared that the next move for 
peace rests with Germany. 

But though it is true that the German 
Government has yet to send a reply to the 
Neutral Sovereigns’ request (it has so far 
only sent an acknowledgment), it is not 


good enough for this country to be for ever -& 


“waiting on Hitler.” Our own reply was 
far too vague and contained no specific sug- 
gestions as to how the ultimate objects men- 
tioned in the reply might conceivably be 
attained. 


We have still to state our standpoint , 
the two ' 
This country | 


“with greater precision,” as 
Sovereigns’ message put it. 
should—without committing itself too far in 


advance, so that it can neither modify nor 


strengthen any particular proposal—give | 


some indication at once of what it would be 
prepared to offer to make peace possible. 

» Let all who desire that the war should be 
brought to an end at the earliest possible 


moment use what influence they may have 
with their Government and with their 
fellow-countrymen now to urge that con- 
structive proposals be put forward, that our 
own wealth, power, and prestige should be 
sacrificed as may be necessary for a real 
peace, and that meanwhile such restricting 
implications as may be read into the British 
reply be either repudiated or at least 
modified. 


Mt. 
rT 


AN examination of the British reply to 
the Dutch and Belgian Sovereigns 
shows first that our Government “ would 
always be willing to examine a reasonable 
and assured basis for an equitable peace.” 
(Continued on page 4) 
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Are you sure you are doing your utmost ? 


DEMAND FOR PEACE GROWS 
IN LABOUR PARTY RANKS 


Back-benchers Call for More 
Considered Reply to Germany 


THE growing demand for the ending of the war at once and the 
discussion of peace terms has reached significant proportions 


in the Labour and Trade Union 


No doubt the Daily Herald and Transport 
House are fully aware of the fact and of the 
effect on the official party policy of giving 
unrestricted freedom of expression to that 
demand. 

Thus, the Daily Herald published as a 
letter on Tuesday only an abbreviated ver- 
sion of an important statement signed by 
20 Labour MPs, whose views have consid- 
erable influence in the Labour movement. 

The view they were allowed to express 
in what is regarded as their own move- 
ment’s paper was limited to the following 


WILFRED WELLOCK and 
PHILIP MUMFORD on 
The Opposition to Con- 
scription Re Aes 

D. S. SAVAGE on The 


England I Would Fight 
For—and How 


movement. 


foundations.of a negotiated peace: 

It is vital that the present opportunity for 
negotiation should not be lost. It is an oppor- 
tunity which may not occur again for a long 
time. We should press for a further and much 
more considered reply to Hitler’s speech and a 
clear declaration that this country is ready to 
join in a genuine European conference. 

1. We aim at securing a negotiated peace at 
as early a date as possible. We believe such a 
peace better in itself and more likely to endure. 
We think the longer it is delayed the more diffi- 
cult it will be to achieve. 

2. The necessary foundations of such 2 peace 
must ultimately include :— 

(a) A new European system, in which every 
country, including our own, would be prepared 
to sacrifice some measure of national 
sovereignty in the interests of general security 
internationally guaranteed. In forming such 4 
European system no existing frontier can be 
excluded from review, the aim being to secure 
for every people full national and economic 
freedom. 

(b) Discussion and organization of 2 stand- 
still in armaments under agreed supervision as 
a preliminary to universal disarmament; this 


,(Continued on back page) 
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After the War — the Old Mistakes, or 


A New 


ONE of the things that makes those who 
\ have striven for peace for so lon 

§ 
most broken in spirit as this war goes on 
is the resurrection of one after another of 
the features of the last war which sowed 
the seeds of the present one. 

There was recently, fo: example, the pure 
hatemongering of the entirely gratuitous 
“White Paper” on conditions in German 
concentration camps. Then Churchill goes 
out of his way (in his broadcast which is 
dealt with elsewhere) to add fuel to the fire 
that will eventually (unless it is checked 
in time) quench what determination still 
remains to do as justly as may be with the 
enemy if and when he is beaten. 

Perhaps more serious still is the raising 
once more, already, of the ugly head of 
“Reparation.” It is true—a~. it is reason 
not for despair but for increased effort to 
prevent the worst—that the word was used 
(in the French President’s reply to the 
Dutch Queen and Belgian King) in the 
sense of restoring at least some measure of 
freedom to Austrians, Czechs, and Poles. 

Even if the French “war aim” is the 
restoration of sovereign independence to 
those peoples, it is not the same disastrous 
demand that material reparation proved to 
be. 

It will be infinitely more difficult either 
to persuade or force Germany to grant such 
independence than to gain for those peoples 
a more reasonable form of freedom. In- 
deed, the sovereign independence of a State 
is by no means a guarantee of freedom for 
its ceople 

But, once so persuaded (or even forced), 
the actual carrying out of the demand is 
not so fruitful of future wars as the carry- 
ing out, or attempt to carry out, a demand 
for the reparation of the colossal material 
damage of a modern war. The burden of 
Reparation, with its twin brother Indem- 
nity, was undoubtedly one of the chief 
factors contributing to the condition of 
Germany which made Hitlerism seem 
heaven! 


Why Not Go Further ? 


T can néver be too soon for those who 
work for the ending of all wars to begin 
to keep a careful watch on such tendencies. 
And why not go further? Why not now 
canvass tle idea of “No Reparations, No 
Indemities,” and, as soon as possible, get the 
promise of all the belligerent Governments 
to renounce such demands at the end of the 
war? 

Fhe more concerned pacifists could even 
go further than that. To gain the accept- 
ance of such an idea is necessary, but it is 
also necessary that the damage done in the 
war should, in fact, be repaired. It is en- 
tirely impracticable to work out a plan for 
a sort of gigantic International Voluntary 
Service for Peace to undertake this work? 

The existing organization of that name is 
clearly incapable of doing more than con- 
tributing its proportionately miniature re- 


What 
Chamberlain 
said about War 


No. 2 


PEAKING in the House of 

~ Commons on April 3, 1939, on 
the policy—‘a tremendous de- 
parture from anything which this 
country has undertaken hitherto »— 
which he had adopted, Mr. Chamber- 
lain said: 


“T trust that our action, begun 
but not concluded, will prove to be 
the turning point not towards war, 
which wins nothing, cures nothing, 
ends nothing, but towards a more 
wholesome era when reason will : 
take the place of force and threats 
will make way for cool and well- 
marshalled arguments.” 

(This quolation apnears on page 434 of 


The Siruggle for Peace, by Neville 
Chamberlain, published by Hutchinson.) 


Way 


in France Today 


sources to such a task—as well as iis 
experience and spirit that are out of all pro- 
portion to its limited strength. But every 
single word of that name has an added 
and specia! significance in connexion with 
the healing that must follow the war. 


Serviee—For Peace 


IT must be International. If the labour 

could be recruited not only from all the 
belligerent States but also from Neutral 
States, the one-sidedness of the burden of 
reparations that contributed so much to 
Germany's bitterness after the last war 
would be avoided. 

Whether it can be wholly Voluntary 
seems doubtful, to say the least. But if 
people could be enrolled voluntarily in the 
first instance and, in fact, be immediately 
put to such work as can be done voluntarily 
—especially during the inevitable first 
diplomatic hold-up of any scheme of repair- 
ing the damage—it would be much easier 
to persuade the Governments of a number 
of States to share the financial burden, and 
incidentally to bring in such invaluable 
organizations as the International Red 
Cross. 

It is more essential than anything else 
that this should be a Service. For that is 
the only thing that can effectively kill its 
direct contrary—dictation—that was the 
worst feature of the Reparations tragedy 
that followed the last war. And what surer 
guarantee that it will be a service than that 
it should be started now by those interested, 
not in making the enemy (or even the 
guilty party) pay, but in Humanity? 

Given these conditions, it would indeed 
be a work for Peace. The mere repairing 
of damage may be an uninspiring work 
(though most people who have done such 
manual labour will strongly deny that). 
But; for such a purpose and in such a spirit 
as I have suggested here, it should fire the 
imagination of literally countless thousands 
of all nations. 

Who will take the lead? 
is ready. 

As far as individual helpers go, they 
range from pacifists who chafe at the idea 
that their faith seems always to be nega- 
tive and on the defensive, even to those 
who now support war but who are sincere 
in desiring to serve only in order to make 
war impossible in the future. 

And there is already a wide range of 
voluntary and other organizations which 
would fit admirably into such a scheme, 
especially as it is so big that it must have 
many aspects and ramifications. 

It is not the sort of thing that can be 
taken up lightly or hurriedly. But it is 
none the less an urgent task that should be 
taken up as soon as may be. It might, con- 
ceivably, even be the means of bringing the 
war to an early end. 

Must the peace movement leave it to the 
politicians and soldiers? 


Middleton Murry on 
Suppression in France 


All the material 


Though written before, the following pro- 
vides a timely comment on the French 
Finance Minister, M. Paul Reynaud’s, 
broadcast in this country, on Tuesday night, 
in which he claimed that his people had 
willingly accepted the sacrifices and dis- 
cipline which his Government had 
imposed. 


SIGNIFICANT things are happening in 
France. Parliamentary government 
is completely suspended. The Communist 
Party is being hounded out of existence 
under cover of the “ full powers” by which 
the parliamentary immunity of the Com- 
munist deputies has been abolished. 


Remember that the Communist Party in 
France holds an entirely different position 
from that which it holds in Britain: the 
deputies for nearly one-half the industrial 
constituencies are Communists. ‘True, 
approximately one-half of them resigned 


from the party on the conclusion of the 
Russo-German agreement; but even the re- 
mainder are a-substantial portion of the 


‘representation of working-class France. 


Their suppression by M. Daladier is the 
more impressive in that the Communist 
Party formed an integral part of the 
Popular Front to which M. Daladier also 
belonged. It is no exaggeration to say that 
political democracy has been driven clean 
underground in France. 

Thirty-one writers 
recently signed a_ widely circulated 
pamphlet against the war. Among them 
was “Alain” (Emile-Auguste Chartier) 
whose analyses of modern society and 
writings against war are. unique for 
insight and realism and humanity. He is, 
in my opinion, the most original demo- 
cratic-pacifist thinker that Europe has 
produced. “Mars, ou la Guerre jugée” 
and “Echee a la Force”—a piece from 
which appeared in the October Adelphi— 
are masterpieces : I regard them as the dis- 
tinctively French contribution to the new 
world-consciousness which is a9 painfully 
being created. Other signatories were 
Jean Giono, Victor Margueritte, Henri 
Bataille, and Marcel Déat (Air-Minister in 
1936). 


and professors 


Majority Arrested 


Mr. Devere Allen’s No Frontier News 
Service assures us that the majority of 
them have been arrested. The parallel 
would be if the majority of the signatories 
of the recent appeal of the National Peace 
Counci! had been arrested. From the samc 
source I learn that two well-known reli- 
gious pacifist leaders have also been 
arrested, Henri Roser, International Secre- 
tary of the FoR and Pastor Philippe 
Vernier. 

That is a pretty grim record. I acknow- 
ledge, gratefully, that the conditions in this 
country are different. Peace News could 
not exist for a single day in France. I 


Queer Democracy 


believe the reason for this startling differ- 
ence cf treatment—tfor the tradition of 
freedom of speech is equally powerful in 
either country—is that peace-sentiment is 
much more vehement, and therefore more 
“ dangerous” in France. 

The drain of the French war-effort on the 
national vitality is much greater than ours, 
so far, and the instinctive realization is 
much more universal that the effort may 
be suicidal. The suppression of “ defeat- 
ism.” as it is called, is the more rigorous 
because the suppressors are themselves 
affected by it. 

It was M. Daladier himself who said, on 
the very eve of war, that “we can be sure 
that ruin and barbarity will be the sole 
victors.” For a statesman with that degree 
of clarity a peace-movement is something 
between a temptation of the devil and the 
voice of a guilty conscience. He himself 
does not know which it is; and he is the 
more ruthless in suppressing it. 

Tne lessons should rot be lost upon us. 
First, the English peace-movement has now 
the responsibility for speaking for the 
French movement also. Second, it is when 
th: peace-movement becomes really for- 
midable that we shall feel the pinch; and 
perhaps we shall be winning only when we 
seem to-have lost. 
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Putting Precep* Inio 


Practice 


The application to human and _ inter- 
national relationships of the scriptural 
text, “ Whatsoever a man sowetn, that 
shail he also reap,” is stated vith remark- 
able simplicity and clarity in a leaflet just 
published by the Northern Friends’ Peace 


Board. It is entitled Figs or Thistles? 

Other recent publications of the Board include 
half a dozen leafiets in a “Light of the World” 
series. Intended for widespread circulation, they 
consist largely of extracts from Quaker sources 
and are of particular value in strengthening 
individual witness against war. 

A bookmark is also available with a message 
that may be disseminated widely if left in 
library beoks, when they are returned, er in 
other publications or even left about by them- 
selves, 

All are obtainable from the Board, Friends’ 
Meeting House, Woodhouse Lane, Leeds 2, at 
Is. 3d. per 100 post paid. 


42,000! 


L, AST week, as we expected, the circula- ————————__-—_____ 
tion of Peace News reached a record 
figure. 

Forty-two thousand copies were printed, 
and by Tuesday afternoon only about 7 
thousand copies remained in our hands. 

This is largely due to the fine efforts of 
sellers all over the country, for which we’ 
are very grateful. 

The fact that we were able to produce a 
twelve-page issue for Armistice Day was 
also due in no small degree to the contribu- 
tion received by the Peace News Fund. 
This week’s contributions continue to show 
that readers realize the burden imposed by 
the increase in the price of newsprint from 
£11 5s. a ton to £17 a ton; they amount to 
£13 10s. 6d., which brings the total up to 
£339 1s. 5d. 

(The Peace News Fund was launched to release 
for some other branch of the Peace Pledge 
Union’s activity the subsidy at preseat paid to 
Peace News. Donations of any size will be wel- 
comed and individual acknowledgements will be 
sent. Cheques should be made payable to Peace 


News, Ltd., and not to the Peace Pledge Union, 
and should pe sent to 3 Blackstock Road, 


London, N.4.) 
* * 


Meanwhile there are other ways in which 


individual readers can help. 

A Swindon reader, for example, repeats the 
advice we have given before—buy two or even 
three copies each week and pass them on to 
interested people. This often secures new 
readers, 

You can also help by seeing that the paper 
is on sale at local bookstalls—at stations, for 
instance. You can be encouraged in such efforts 
by the fact that W. H. Smith's Lookstall at 
Victoria Station (Nos. 14-15 platforms) takes 
copies each week, and the bookstall at Nos. 6-7 
platforms will do so if readers support them. 
Sales secured in this manner will help to offset 
losses due to difficulties of selling during the 
black-gut, 
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Federal inten Stent 
Its Aims 


IAT a recent conference in Whitby mem- 

bers of Federal Union adopted the 
following resolution as a statement of the 
aims of the organization: 


“The standing objective of Federd} Union as 
an organization is, directly and by co-operation 
with similar organizations in this and other 
countries, to secure acceptance of the principles 
of Federal Union in democratic countries with a 
view to union of such democracies in accord with 
these principles at eny time. The organization 
will continue to pursue this objective by all 
appropriate means. 


“ Having regard to the state of war now exist- 
ing, the organization adopts as an immediate 
objective the taking of all appropriate steps to- 
ward securing inclusion by this and other 
countries, in statements of war aims or peace 
Proposals, of an announcement of readiness to 
welcome the adhesion in accordance with the 
above principles of any country now belligerent 
or neutral to a federal union including Britain, 
which by abolishing separate national armaments 
would exclude the possibility of future wars be- 
tween members of the union.” 


At the same meeting the following short 
Statement of Aims was agreed upon: 

“T believe in a Federal Union of free peoples 
under a common government elected by and 
responsible to the people for their common 
affairs, with national self-government for 
national affairs as a first step toward democratic 
self-government for the prevention of war, the 
creation of prosperity and the preservation and 
promotion of individual liberty.” 

Federal Union News reports that news 
has been received of activity in support of 
its aims in Scandinavia, France, Switzer- 
land, New Zealand, Tasmania, and the 
USA. 
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PEACE 


Resist Compulsio 


as Well as War, 


says WILFRED WELLOCK 


CONSCIENTIOUS objectors, like 

everybody who has to make 
decisions on personal conduct these 
days, find themselves in a sea of 
complexity with no adequate chart 
to guide them. ; 

Compared with 1914, what strikes me 
most forcibly in the present situation is the 
lack of certainty and conviction with re- 
spect to matters which were regarded as 
vital and clear-cut issues of conscience in 
the struggle of 25 years ago. 

This difference has, I think, two causes: 

1. To a large extent the anti-war agitation of 
1914 coincided with resistance to conscription ; 
two things went hand-in-hand, whereas today 
conscription has come in as a side-wind on 
a powerful constructive peace and anti-war 
agitation. 

2. The social regimentation of recent years, 


almost unknown in 1914, has weakened the re- 
sistance to further extensions of that evil. 


In the Great War conscription began to 
be feared as soon as war broke out, which 
explains why the broad-based anti-war 
movement which then arose was called the 
No Conscription Fellowship. 

In 1914 the attack on personal liberty, 
which now meets with such amazingly 
weak resistance, had not commenced. so 
that it is scarcely possible, in these days, 
to imagine the horror with which the very 
idea of conscription was received in this 
country from 1914 to 1916. 

In the present war Parliament completed 
in two days far more than it took over two 
years to accomplish in the last war. 

* * * 


A® it appeared to us in 1914, it was as 

important to resist conscription in 
whatever form as to resist war itself. Con- 
scription was equally abhorrent and equally 
to be resisted whether it applied to war 
service or to civil service. 

All conscription, including Alternative 
Civil Service, was an intrinsic part of the 
evil of war, and involved, by definition and 
in law, conscious participation in war and 
the acceptance of the right of the State to 
regiment the nation for a purpose which 
the CO held to be inimical to the best in- 
terests of the State. and indeed a harbinger 
of its ultimate destruction. 

Today we find a very different outlook. 
The State has become so powerful, and 
latterly has made such tremendous inroads 
upon personal liberty, that large numbers 
of pacifists seem able to swallow civil con- 
scription whole, and with complete equa- 
nimity to ask: What can I do to show the 
Government and the public that I want to 
be helpful in this crisis? Whereas, as I 
view the situation, the most helpful thing 
the CO can do is to resist the whole process 
of conscription. 

® i * 


ig may be that very soon the scene will 

change. The Peace Pledge Union, in- 
cluding Peace News, has participated in a 
very effective propaganda to stop the war. 
Should the war end fairly soon, as it may, 


we shall not return to the conditions, say, | 


of 1935, when the new armaments pro- 
gramme started in earnest. 


Become a Non-Smoker 
THE WAINLEY WAY! 
Why not (a) Save £10 to £20 per annum ? 


(b) Improve and preserve your health ? 
Stop Smoking by the Wainley Method. 


Incomparable. Drugless. Infallible. 
WAINLBY NON-SMOKING COURSE, 
87, Taggart Avenue, Liverpool, 16. 


GEORGE BERNARD SHAW 
gets 
FORWARD 
every week 
and writes of its editorial articles on the war:— 

“YT am glad to see the vigour and thoroughness 
with which you are keeping “Forward”? up to 
its old standard. 

* Your articles are alf to the good, so keep 
on hammering away with the old ‘t Forward” flag 
flying on the front page, and more power’to your 
elbow.” 

Every Friday - - ° 2d. 
Specimen copy from the Manager, 
26, Civic Street, Glasgow, C.4. 


NEWS 


HOW SHOULD PACKIFISTS MEET 


CONSCRIPTION ? 


TWO VIEWS: 


far as possible 


obstructive ? 


Answers to this question from 
two points of view 


below. 


Should pacifists refuse all 
forms of service under con- 
scription, or should they co- 
operate with other people as 


action which might appear to be 


and avoid any 


appear 


The measure of totalitarianism now in; 
being will be continued as a part of the 
natural order of things. But very soon an 
economic situation will arise which will 
necessitate, as a condition of maintaining 
the capitalist-imperialist system, the im- 
position of full-fledged totalitarianism upon 
the country. 

The question we have to face is whether 
that imposition shall be accepted as a 
necessary evil, or resisted as something 
that is neither desirable nor necessary. In 
my view it should be resisted; and I cannot 
think of a more effective way of resisting 
it than that of opposing civil conscription. 
In conscription, and particularly civil con- 
scription, the chains of coming servitude 
are being forged. 

* * * 


I ALWAYS hesitate to say what I would 
do were I in a position I am not likely 
to occupy. 

But perhaps because 23 years ago I de- 
clined on four appearances before my Local 
Tribunal the offer of civil work as an 
alternative to military service, and went to 
prison in consequence, I may be entitled 
to say that I see more and : ot less reason 
why I should take the same course today 
were I called upon to make the choice. 

It is also worth recalling that while the 


absolutists (so-called, for there is no such} 


thing as an absolutist) were reviled during 
the War. when the struggle was over it was 
their witness alone which counted in the 
public mind 


It may be that, in the end, the faithful | 
will have to “flee to the mountains.”. In; 
the meantime, however, the millstone of} 


totalitarian servitude is being hung about 
the neck of this generation; and salvation 
has its price. 

At the same time we must avoid being 
dogmatic. My very inadequate education 
included at a very’ tender age the recogni- 
tion of the importance of being tolerant, 
which recognition [ have ever since re- 
garded as one of my most treasured 
possessions. 


From the 


] BELIEVE that I am correct in 

stating that the Peace Pledge 
Union is the largest and most 
powerful organization of pacifist 
opinion that has ever existed in 
Europe. 

It was founded by Dick Sheppard in 
order to bring together in as close a 
fellowship as possible all those who, from 
various points of view, had decided that 
warfare had now become so barbarous and 
futile that they were prepared to sign a 
statement that, so far as they were person- 
ally concerned, they would no longer assist 
in its propagation. 

Some 130,000 peorle have felt that they 
wished to associate themselves definitely 
with such a movement and, I believe it will 
be generally admitted, very man; hundreds 
of thousands of citizens are not far from 
this point of view but feel that the difficul- 
ties of the moment are such that they 
cannot see their way to severing them- 
selves in so drastic a manner from the 
activities of the majority. We must avoid 
the temptation, therefore, of attempting to 
divide the community into those for or 
against war. 

* * * 


"THE pacifists are not a small, isolated 

body of peopl2 opposing the whole 
community; there are merely a branch 
of the great majority who desire passion- 
ately to rid civilization of its greatest 
scourge. If, as I suggest, the dividing line 
between ourselves and most of the com- 
munity is a much narrower one than we 
sometimes feel. so much the more must we 
ibe careful not to magnify the differences in 
procedure that all admit exist within our 
own ranks. 

It has always been fully realized. and it 
was obviously inevitable, that the outbreak 
of hostilities should appear to magnify the 
differences between the absolutist and 
, what we may describe for want of a better 
word as the moderate. 


EDITORS NOTEROGK 


“Peace News” Offices, 
3 Blaekstock Road. 
London, N4. 


"THE suggestion in last week's Peace News 

that as many people as possible should 
write to their MP and to the Prime 
Minister urging the fullest co-operation 
with the Neutral Sovereigns’ peace move 
may perhaps not have moved some who 
have been deterred by the sneers of certain 
people about their being the dupes of 
chain-letter organizers. 

If it should be necessary to say what I 
should have thought was insulting to my 
readers’ intelligence, let me say now that 
I hope no-one will write to his representa- 
tive in Parhament who hasn’t first thought 
about the matter for himself. But, with 
that obvious proviso. so far from being put 
off by the comparative ease with which one 
can put pen to paper, it seems to me to be 
the obvious thing to do if we ever want our 
representatives to represent us properly. 


A timely warning against being discour- & 


aged by such taunts as I have referred to 
was given in VERA _ BRITTrAaIN’s_ sixth 
Personal Letter to Peace-Lovers, which 
came just after the Dutch Queen and 
Belgian King had made their offer. It re- 
ferred, however, to the National Peace 
Council’s campaign to urge the Govern- 
ment to state its peace aims. 

“You, I hope are supporting this effort by 
your signature, and by every other means in 
your power,” she wrote. ‘Do not be deterred 
by the strange attempts of a famous Labour 
Party columnist, and other representatives of 
newspapers which are supposed to stand for the 
free expression of democratic opinion. to per- 
suade Mr. Chamberlain that persons who write 
to him urging the use of negotiation instead of 
war are merely the dupes of chain-letter plots 
organized by unrepresentative individuals. 

“If this ingenious journalist could see some 
of the spontaneous letters that I receive from 
over-burdened working mothers and other cor- 


respondents who ask me how they can make 
Known to the Government their opposition to this 
war, he would not be so ready to assure his old 
opponent that ail the readers of the Daily Herald 
have exchanged their thinking capacity for a 
fight to a finish mentality.” 

Sound advice such as this is only one of 
the good things to be found 1n this weekly 
letter. Many people have written to say 
what a comfort Peace News has been to 
them ; but now they are able to get words 
of encouragement “on Thursday as well as 
on Saturday”! 

Miss Brittain herself writes of the letter 
(which has already had a very warm and 
well-deserved welcome): ‘*I am anxious to 
make the venture self-supporting (which it 
will be at 3,000 subscribers) in order te 
have some profits to hand over to the 


PPU.” I hope many more than that num- | fe 


ber will send a half-year’s subscription of 
2s. 6d. to her at 6 Endsleigh Street, W.C.L. 
and help both themselves and the cause. 


To Our ‘Helpers 


IN thanking those who send us cuttings 


sources) from time to time, and in express- 


ing the hope that they will continue (and | 


others will begin!) to help us in this way, 
I would like to emphasize one or two 
specially important points. 

In the first place, see that the source of your 
information is reliable, complete. and clearly 
stated 
the least, name and date of paper. 

Secondly, please see that it gets to us at the 
earliest moment it could get to us. 


It will be remembered that such differ- 


Co-operate—and 
Don't Oppose 


says PHILIP MUMFORD 


ences did, in fact, manifest themselves 
before the war started, and as soon as the 
question of our attitude toward ARP pre- 
parations became a live issue. 

With military conscription an accom- 
plished fact and industrial conscription 
spreading its control over our daily lives, 
the personal reactions of pacifists will 
obviously show increasing differences. The 
problem that we have to face is. surely, 
not who is right and who is wrong but how 
to keep all who believe themselves to be 
pacifists—and therefore are pacifists— 
within the wide fellowship created by our 


founder. 
* eB * 


@PEAKING as an unrepentant moderate, 

I believe that the general public will 
pay more attention to our beliefs and 
views when they are expounded by people 
who are, as it were, one of themselves, 
than by those who have set themselves 
apart from the general community. 

Surely if pacifism is a practical issue for 
this generation it means that war can be 
abolished now, that is, whilst the average 
human being is just—an average human 
being! Our most extreme opponents 
always admit that our dream is a beautiful 
and desirable dream, and that when ninety 
percent of humanity have reached the 
moral plane of the saints there will be no 
more war. I believa that it is a practical 
reality for everydsy sinners. 

But how, it will be asked, does the 
average human being. or rather the 
average pacifist, translate his pledge to 
renounce war now that war is totalitarian 
in character? 

His logical position must obviously be. 
untenable. He cannot buy a postage stamp 
without becoming “entangled in the mili- 
tary machine ”"—how I hate cliches! He 
can neither earn his living, pay his taxes, 
nor spend his money without taking quite 
an active part in a closely interwoven 
civilization of which war is (still) an 
integral part. He may disapprove most 
strongly of much that that civilization does 
but he also owes much to that civilization. 

Unless he is (as very few of us are) of 
such moral stature that h2 has no place 
amongst those arouni him. nis proper 
place is with and amongst his contempor- 
aries. This infers that he should assist the 
community to the maximum capacity that 
his conviction against war sllows his 
conscience, rather than oppose to the 
maximum he may feel to be possible. 

By suggesting such a principle as a guide 
to his actions, I would never presume to 
define for any particular individual where 
such a principle should lead him. It is, 


|of course, the age-old problem of “ render- 


ing unto Caesar... I firmly believe, 
however, that we shall convert others to 
our point of view or our standards of 
morality by co-operation rather than by 
opposition to them. 


* 2 % 


ET us try to realize that it is not our 
duty to stop wars, but to change the 
belief in the virtue of the war method. 
It is not part of our duty to be anti- 
government or anti-anybody. If a man 
throws a stone at you it is useless to vent 


wrath upon the stone. 
from the press (and news from other | S 


Military operaticns are not our enemy, 
but rather the belief that such operations 
benefit the human race. Against such 
beliefs we have only the weapons of per- 
suasion. We can use that weapon most 
effectively, not by placing a barrier 
between ourselves and those who hold such 


In the case of cuttings, this means, at! Views. and most certainly not by appear- 


ing to interfere with or sabotage the 


This is ane | efforts that others believe to be noble and- 


of the chief arguments for having a specially | Just. 


appointed Peace News representative in every 
group. 

But (thir@ly) do not be discouraged if what 
you send does not finda place. Apart from the 
fact that it often serves a useful purpose without 
ever being published, it must be remembered 
that space is more than usually limited now and 
already we have to cut much that we would like 


to use. 
H. S. M. 


On the contrary, we should be careful 
at all times to show respect and under- 
standing for points of view from which, 
nevertheless, we must politely disassociate 
ourselves. That, indeed, should be our 
attitude to those who happen to differ from 
us both within and without the ranks of 
the Peace Pledge Union. 
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THE ENGLAND I WOULD 
AND 


Savage 


FIGHT FOR 


By D. S. 


eS I can’t go back on our 
V\ stand ‘against Hitler,” 
said Lord Halifax or one 

of those people a little while ago. 
“To do so would mean an irre- 
vocable surrender of British pres- 
tige: England would again be 
reduced to the status of an obscure 
little island in the North Sea.” 


That must be a horrible thought to Lord 
Halifax: Britain just another powerless 
little country, no longer the contre of a 
vast semi-commercial organization, the 
British Empire. But if ever such a state of 
affairs should be brought about—peace- 
fully, of course, and efficiently—I, for one 
(and I call myself a patriot), would fling my 
hat in the air and shout for joy. 


What Makes Nations “ Great ” ? 


I call myself a patriot, and I have no 
doubt Lord Halifax (or whoever made that 
statement) considers himself a patriot, too. 
But our ideals and desires for our country 
differ. 


I do not consider a nation to be great by 
virtue of the material power which is 
vested in its government, by its control 
over large areas of other parts of the world 
and large sections of foreign populations. 
It seems to me a nation is great by virtue 
of the harmony and integration c: its 
national life, of its culture, of the outstand- 
ing personalities it produces in the world 
of human achievement. 


I do not see that the possession of a large 
share of the world’s surface necessarily in- 
creases this integration, aids this culture, 
or helps to produce great personalities, for 
if that were so we should expect these 
qualities to exist only in certain of the 
largest countries in the world; which is 
ludicrous. 


* 


A VERY good case, however, could be 
= made out for the opposite point of 
view, that the “ greater ” a nation is in the 
Halifax sense, the more impoverished it be- 
comes culturally and spiritually. The point 
of view which assesses a nation’s greatness 
by its wealth and political prestige is as 
shoddy and vulgar as that which assesses 
an individual’s worth by his bank balance 
and the deference with which he is treated 
by the servile. 

Moreover, as a patriot I find myself un- 
able to fight for Lord Halifax’s conception 
of my country, i.e., my country’s material 
power and prestige. I will fight willingly 
for my cultural birthright, for my own and 
my countrymen’s freedom of thought and 
speech, for the preservation of the true 
English tradition. 


How I Would Fight 
But I will not fight with guns, bayonets, 
or bombs And I will not fight Hitler, 
3talin, Mussolini. Roosevelt. I leave that 
to the Germans, Russians, Italians, and the 
Americans. 
I will fight Lord Halifax and all who hold 


“TI am ashamed of the present state 


unregarded: 


ledger-totting for a living. in place of the 
full, natural life of the countryside. 


Machine work means specialization, and 
specialization means atrophy of those facul- 
ties not called into operation by the special- 
ized process. For we live, not merely by 
the brain but by the whole man, and if the 
whole man is not utilized in that activity 
which brings him closest to natural reality 
—his work—then he becomes warped, 
spiritually disfigured, a sub-man, and a man 
dissatisfied. 


Ashamed of Britain 


Today, we are a nation of the spiritually 
disfigured. If there is no harmony, no 


sprawling, malefic, derelict areas, and ashamed of the policy which can spend 
) millions of pounds on the most horrible means of destruction of human life, 
' while it leaves the victims of that dereliction to rot unregarded; no, not even 


of my nation. I am ashamed of the 


oppressed.” 


balance, in our economy (I am referring to 
the depleted countryside, the gigantic 
swollen cities), then how can we expect it 
in our personal lives? And how can we 
expect a nation of the spiritually disfigured 
to be a “ great” nation? 


As a patriot, again, I am ashamed of the 
present state of my nation. I am asnamed 
of the sprawling, malefic, derelict areas, 
and ashamed of the policy which can spend 
millions of pounds on the most horrible 
means of destruction of human life, while 
it leaves the victims of that dereliction to 
rot unregarded; no, not even unregarded: 
oppressed. I am ashamed of Lord Halifax 


HOW 


(or whoever it was made the statement I 
have quoted. These johnnies are all the 
same to me.) 


* 


CENTRALIZATION is the trouble, cen- 

tralization of industry, centralization 
of power. De-centralize it, demolish the 
vast towns, introduce a proper balance ke- 
tween urban and pastoral economy and life. 


Better a hundred small, connected towns, 
real communities with cultural lives of 
their own and an organic relation with a 
well-kept countryside, than the hideous 
and soulless metropolises which dominate 
Britian today, in which community be- 
tween men is destroyed, where individuals 
are drifting, isolated units in the Crowd. 


It is no accident that a number of paci- 
fist communities are now being run, on the 
land. It is no accident that this war is 
forzing the Government to become aware 
for the first time of the necessity o: a well- 
cultivated countryside, for it has become a 
matter of life or death, quite literally. 


The Real England 


But it is a tragic thing that there has had 
to be a war to force us into this realization. 
By the time this war is over, I think, no- 
body will trouble much about prestige, and 
the British Empire will be lost beyond re- 
call. 


{ for one shan't weep for it. Prestige, 
power, and so on, are abstractions to me, 
and I have no intention of dying or killing 
for an abstraction, or for the minority 
privilege which that abstraction disguises. 

England as she exists at the present, an 
England of monopoly enterprise, high 
finance, and the Stock Exchange just isn’t 
my England at all. I confess, I don’t quite 
believe in its reality—I believe it’s a 
fantasy. 

My own England, the real blood and soil 
of England, its literature and its tradition, 
I cannot preserve by killing Germans. Its 
enemies are in our midst. Here is the real 
battle. 


Put Pressure on the Government 


But that is a statement of the obvious which 
helps little, and indeed may be less than 
helpful if the British Government is to be 
the sole judge of what is ‘“‘a reasonable 
and assured basis.” 

Clearly the first need is to press the 
Government not merely to examine and 
accept offers of peace from outside, but 
itself to propose, first an armistice, and 
then a basis for negotiation. 

The King, in his letter to the neutral 
rulers actually said that he could “at once 
reply to that part of your Majesties’ appeal 
in which you state your willingness to 
facilitate the ascertaining of the elements 


his vulgar, money-grubbing ideas of what}of an agreement to be reached.” His 
is good for Britain. That is one reason why! Ministers must therefore be pressed to 


I am a pacifist. 

I am not worried about fighting the Ger- 
mans. For me, there’s a more essential 
battle on the home front. 


make that willingness effective by declar- 
ing “the elements of an agreement.” 

So far, through the King, they have only 
mounted their high horse and declared that 


| the other fellow started it and that it's all 


* 


¥N her greed for power, money, prestige, 
Britain has transformed herself into 
“the workshop of the world.” 


The sheer weight of machinery pulled 
the hfe of the country around the towns 
and broke up the harmoniously balanced 
urban-pastoral life of the nation. The 
vigorous life of the country gravitated to 
the factories, and man-power was debased 
to the function of machine-minding and 
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his fault. They must somehow be brought 
to earth from that ridiculous perch and 
made to express in action the determined 
will of their people for peace. 


Mr. Churchill’s Diatribe 


One way is to let them know with what 
strong disapproval we listen to and read 
the disgraceful tirades of some statesmen 
and newspapers against the enemy. 

In this connexion the National Peace 
Council set a timely example when its 
Executive Committee protested “in the 
strongest possible terms against the temper 
and content” of Mr. Churchill’s broadcast 
on Sunday. 

In their resolution, the Committee state 
that they “ cannot conceive that any desir- 
able purpose can be achieved by the offen- 
sive phrases, the resurrection of such 
epithets as ‘the Huns,’ and the provocative 
invitations to unlimited war which this 


speech contained.” 


(Continued from page 1) 


Moreover, “ whether this was the purpose 
of the address or not, its terms could only 
have the effect of giving the maximum dis- 
couragement to the possibility of the 
German Government making any helpful 
response to the Dutcn-Belgian offer—a 
response which the British Government in 


its own reply expressed itself as anxious to~ 


see and willing to consider.” 


ove 

SIMILARLY, vague references, in the 

British reply, to previous statements 
by the Government discourage the possi- 
bility of a favourable outcome of the 
Neutrals’ initiative by raising all sorts of 
uncertainties as to how far the British 
Government is determined to make peace 
dependent upon German actions. 

The Times, for example, declared on 
Monday that it is “ absolutely implicit in 
the origins of the war, which Elis Majesty 
recapitulates, that redress for wrongs done 
to other nations shall be made; and M. 
Lebrun says specifically that a durable 
peace can only be established by ‘ repairing 
the injustices which force has imposed on 
Austria, on  Czecho-Slovakia, and on 
Poland’” 

We can press the Government at least to 
make clear what the Allies mean by that. 
Even The Times goes on to say “ it need not 
... be supposed that the Allies’ war aims 
are restricted to a mere return to the 
status quo ante.” 

Need we accept, either, the view that they 
go as far, and that-we must expect mothers’ 
sons to go on murdering other mothers’ 
sons with whom they have no sort cf 
quarrel until Europe returns once more to 
its full quota of independent. sovereign 
States? 


Why Stop at Austria ? 


To state the issue thus is surely sufficient 
to show that those who really want peace 


must demand not less than a severe modifi- 
cation of what has so far been supposed to 
be implicit in this country’s “standpoint.” 
For if Austria is to be restored to indepen- 
dence before the war can end, where, in all 
seriousness one might ask, are we to draw 
the line? 

Is it really going to be contended that 
“wrongs done to other nations” and 
“injustices which force has imposed” are 
to keep us at war until they are righted if 
they occurred within a given number of 
years and in given parts of the world, but 
not if they occurred before then and else- 
where? 

This is not to condone such wrongs and 
injustices. It is nothing more nor less than 
to suggest that, instead of wrecking the 
world in a disastrous war, they should be 
righted in the same way that the wrongs 
and injustices of long ago and other con- 
tinents should be righted—which is, indeed, 
by a much more vigorous .and positive 
policy of reconstruction than most of the 
advocates of righting recent wrongs ever 
suggest we should adopt in those other 
cases. 


* 


AGA, the British reply leaves entirely 

open the question of guarantees. 
The word is not actually mentioned, though 
we are referred to the Prime Minister’s 
word. 

Are we really to plunge the world into a 
war of which the only at all likely outcome 
is another crop of dictatorships and a still 
lower standard of political values, because 
we regard it as the only alternative to a 
new and more trustworthy German Gov- 
ernment? And if, supposing external guar- 
antees could be of any value in this con- 
nexion, Russia is not included among the 
guarantors—a country which many regard 
as the author of the present low standard 

' (continued on next page) 
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of political values in Europe—how can we 
justify the continuance of the war until a 
system of European security has been 
established? 

Here again the Government must be 
pressed to repudiate these wild interpreta- 
tions of its policy. And here again we find 
even The Times indicating that there are 
openings for such repudiation. 

For it referred to the allegations in the 
German press that Britain was trying to 
remove Herr Hitler as “ the significant dis- 
tortion of Mr. Chamberlain’s statement that 
true peace was impossible with Hitlerism.” 


Constructive Demands 

But pressure of this rather negative kind 
must be only incidental to a nation-wide 
and persiStent campaign of a positive and 
constructive character calling upon the 
Government to state—at least in terms of 
fundamentals—the terms upon which this 
country is prepared now to make peace. 

Once more we can take the King’s reply 
to the Neutral Monarchs, such as it is, as 
our starting point. For the heart of that 
reply was an aspiration (not a proposal at 
all) from which few will in general dissent. 
It read: 

“The larger purposes for which my peoples 
are now fighting are to secure that Europe may 
be redeemed from perpetually recurring fear of 
German aggression, so as to enable the peoples 
of Europe to preserve their independence and 
their liberties, and to prevent for the future 


resort to force instead of to pacific means in the 
settlement of international disputes.” 


Apart from a serious ambiguity about 
the interpretation of the word “ indepen- 
dence,” the only radical fault one could 
find with that is that no attempt is made to 
suggest even in broadest outline how it 
might be achieved. But the very omission 
gives those who want peace their cue. 

Tne National Peace Council—which 
unites general lines all the important sec- 
tions of the peace movement now that the 
Peace Pledge Union is  affiliated—has 
already had an encouraging response to its 
appeal for public support for a statement 
of peace aims. This should now be given 
added strength by the endorsement of the 
appeal by every national and local organi- 
zation which counts sufficient members who 
want peace now. 

* 


DUBLISHED on our front page on Octo- 

ber 27 last the National Peace 
Council’s proposed declaration of British 
peace terms included: 

(a) International economic co-operation to 
facilitate the change-over from war conditions 
to a peaceful economy and to raise the standard 
of living of all peoples (with a specific pledge 
to undertake, in conjunction with the Dominions, 
any revision of the economic policy of the British 
Commonwealth necessary for this purpose). 

(b) The submission of all dependent terri- 
tories not ripe for self-government to some form 
of international control ensuring the ending of 
exploitation and monopoly, the safeguarding of 
the welfare and progress of the native peoples, 
ana the availability of raw materials and oppor- 
tunity for trade on equal terms to every nation. 

(c) A general and drastic reduction of arma- 
ments. 

(d) “he development of a new international 
order based upon the federal principle and 
having as its mainspring the free co-operation 
of peoples. 

(e) The ensuring of the essential democratic 
rights of all peoples. 

In addition to the peace movement as 
such, the Labour movement, while officially 
still supporting the war, is being more and 
more influenced in a similar direction by 
large numbers of the rank and file and by 
not a few leading members, as reported 
elsewhere in this issue. 

Public opinion is crystallizing around 
these four or five basic conditions of peace. 
Not only can the general public not be 
expected to unite now onan absolutely cut- 
and-dried peace treaty, but it would be un- 
desirable if the Government presented one 
at this stage, even though it might contain 
many good points, since it would become a 
form of dictated peace on the one hand or 
a sort of ultimatum on the other. 

The points set out above are, however, 
sufficiently general to command the widest 
possible support, yet at the same time 
sufficiently precise as essential principles ‘to 
ensure that, whatever its final detailed 
form may be, the peace wil! be just and 
Jasting. 


NO APPARENT CONSISTENCY 
IN JUDGMENTS GIVEN 


This week our survey of the tribunals for conscientious objectors 
deals mainly with the actual methods of conducting the hearings. 
Space prevents even this single aspect being given its due, but next week 
we hope to discuss the particular question, which many correspondents 


also have raised, of the so-called 


ee 


political” objection and the 


tribunals’ attitude to it. 


By Humphrey S. Moore 


R. ERNEST BROWN, Minister of 
Labour, told Mr. Woodburn, in the 
House of Commons on November 2: 

“T am being kept fully informed of the 
proceedings of these tribunals, and I have 
every reason to suppose that they are 
carrying out their duties in a judicial 
manner. Members of tribunals must neces- 
sarily question applicants in order to test 
the sincerity of their convictions.” 

This the Birmingham, Cambridge, South- 
Eastern, and South Western tribunals at 
any rate are doing tolerably fairly—in fact, 
generally, very fairly. But whereas the 
South-Western one accordingly gives un- 
conditional exemption in the majority of 
cases, the others do so rarely, while the 
Birmingham one frankly admits that it 
might but refrains from doing so, except in 
one or two cases where there are other 
consideraticns, such as physical disabilities. 

The tribunals sitting at Newcastle, Leeds, 
and Manchester appear to be, in varying 
degree, less scrupulous about keeping their 
prejudices out of the hearing of the cases. 
But the London tribunal is more often than 
not quite plainly unfair. 

As a correspondent who attended one 
afternoon in Fulham Town Hall put it, “ the 
tribunal seemed to regard logic as the only 
test of a sincere conscience, and one was 
thus left with the unsatisfactory impression 
that the tribunal had decided the applica- 
tions not on evidence as to the sincerity of 
the conviction but on inability logically to 
uphold that conviction in debate with 
trained, shrewder, and incisive minds.” 


Tribunal Member’s 
Protests 


It should be put on record again, how- 
ever, that one member of the London 
Tribunal not only is himself fair (and even 
goes out of his way to put helpful questions 
to the applicants) but is clearly very dis- 
turbed at the attitude of his colleagues on 
the “ bench.” 

He is Mr. A. B. Swales, a trade unionist. 

Not for the first time, he protested pub- 
licly, last week, against the irrelevant ques- 
tions being put to the applicants, particu- 
larly by Alderman Marshall. 

The chairman, Judge Hargreaves, said it 
was for him to decide whether questions 
were irrelevant, and the scene ended with 
Mr. Swales’s remarking that they would 
“settle the matter out of court.” It is cer- 
tainly to be hoped that even if he does not 
succeed in changing the temper of the 
whole tribunal, he will have the courage to 
continue to keep a watch on it in the 
interests of fairness. 

Another correspondent, Mr. R. E. Good- 
rich, of Barnet, suggests that the advisory 
bureaux should advise the CO to answer 
the frequent question, “ Would you help a 
wounded soldier?” in such a manner that 
“the tribunal may readily see that pacifists 
do not countenance battlefields and there- 
fore would not be in the position of helping 
wounded soldiers.” 


How Conscience 


* Works ” 


Such a reply, however, would seem to 
overlook the fact that the question is 
generally only put as bait to lead the appli- 
cant on into a trap, in which he finds him- 
self in difficulties as to whether he would 
heal one kind of civilian and not another— 
from which the tribunal concludes that he 
either hasn’t thought the matter out or is 
insincere. Yet Mr. Goodrich himself sup- 
plies the answer when he adds, “ Whether 
or not we should help wounded soldiers 
surely has nothing to do with substantiating 
a conscientious objection to war.” 

The reply of an Ealing student to the 
London tribunal’s request for an explana- 


tion of the workings of his conscience 
would seem to be capable of more frequent 
use and application to many irrelevant 
questions of the hypothetical type. 

“Tne applicant,” writes our representa- 
tive, “simply and honestly described how 
he applied himself as best he could to any 
question, and thought about it until he felt 
that one attitude about it was wrong and 
another was right.” It would, indeed, be 
difficult to think of a better explanation of 
any genuinely conscientious attitude to 
anything—though generally the process 
would probably.be more automatic and less 
laboured than this phrase suggest. 

That applicant was removed from the 
register and put on to non-combatant duties 
only ; but he had said he was willing to 
work in the RAMC. 


God and War 


A somewhat similar reply expressed in 
religious terms nevertheless met with an 
exasperating rejoinder on the part of Sir 
James Baillie. 

Asked, “if the State decided to cut out 
evil, what would he do about it?” a 
Wembley member of the Plymouth 
Brethren replied: “ Abide by the word of 
God, sir.” To which Sir James Baillie 
answered: “So does the State, and the 
leaders of the State find God’s word com- 
patible with war.” 

Perhaps the applicant’s mistake was to 
try to justify his understanding of ‘the 
word of God” by reference to a particular 
quotation from the Bible (for Sir James 
Baillie could easily outwit him), instead of 
saying quite simply that, however it might 
be with ‘“ the leaders of the State,” his con- 
science told him otherwise. 

On the other hand, when another appli- 
cant declared that he would consistently 
offer an enemy the hand of friendship even 
though he came over here and injured or 
murdered his family, Sir James Baillie 
simply refused to accept the statement, 
saying that it was quite impossible. 

Thus, with tribunals like the London one 
(as with others, but for different reasons), 
it is impossible to give any impression of 
the kind of case that “ gets past ” the tribu- 
nals much less the kind the tribunals re- 
gard as sound (as Mr. R. Banks Handley, 
of Newark, requests in a letter to the 
Editor). 


Aid for Applicants 


Although it is impossible (even if it were 
desirable) to prime COs with set answers 
to set questions, some general guidance as 
to the questions one might have to be pre- 
pared for and as to the general attitude 
which pacifists would adopt to certain 
categories of questions may be given by the 
local advisory bureaux (information of 
which is obtainable from the Joint 
Advisory Bureau at 6 Endsleigh Street. 
London, W.C.1) and by pamphlets that have 
been published. 

In particular, there is The CO and the 
Tribunal, published by the Joint Bureau at 
2d.. and serving especially the latter pur- 
pose, while the former purpose is served 
specially by The Tribunal Questions the 
CO, a penny pamphlet published by the 
London Friends Local Conscription Com- 
mittee, 97 Jersey Road, Hounslow, Middle- 
sex. 

Two decisions, one of the Cambridge 
tribunal and one of the South-Eastern 
tribunal, are of special interest, and in- 
cidentally indicate how some are fairer 
than others. 

The first is of special interest to students. 
An undergraduate who had been given ex- 
emption on condition of doing some alter- 
native service was informed by the chair- 
man, Chief Justice Campbell, at Cam- 
bridge on Monday, that he could apply to 
the Hardships Committee to have his ser- 


I Methods Vary Greatly 


Synopsis of 
Decisions 


| the following classification of results 
of hearings at various tribunals, A 
stands for unconditional exemption, B for 
conditional exemption, C for registration 
for non-combatant duties, and D for un- 
qualified registration for military service: 


BIRMINGHAM 
(Oct. 30 and Nov. 7 and §) 


A ee RE es : 2 
B (Various conditions) .. “pt 65 
Cc Pa eA oe 6 eee 5 
D (Mostly hardship cases) ee 8 
Total 80 
MANCHESTER 
(8 days, Nov. 2—10) 

A A es Se 5 29 
B % 41 
Cc we Ae 2 ae sor 
D ss ee a se se Od 
Total 99 

LONDON 

(Nov. 6—9) 
A +4 ia t 
B or 55 ae eas a 30 
c dt So ea ae OD 
D ar 36 ete ae Ap. Mes 
Total $2 


SOUTH-EASTERN 
(Nov. 6—9, inzluding one day's hearing 
of London cases) 


Up to October 31, it was announced in 
the House of Commons on November 9, 
there had been: 

Provisionally registered as COs, 9,326. 

Cases decided by tribunals, 1,042. 

Appeals received from CQs, 6%. 


: (OA 10 
: B 44 
s Cc ly 
: =D ite : 5 
A Total 78 
: CAMBRIDGE 

: (Noy. 13) 

Hy A oe AB 4 4 
' B : 2 
: Cc : 6 
: D ab 2 
: Total 14 


vice postponed until he had completed his 
course at the University. 

The other concerned those offered non- 
combatant duties. 

A shop assistant, in the London Co-opera- 
tive Society, said in his written statement 
that he would be glad to serve in the 
RAMC. But on November 7 the chairman 
of the South-Eastern Tribunal (which was, 
however, that day hearing London cases) 
pointed out—as other tribunals do not 
always—that the tribunal could only 
spec’fy “non-combatant duties.” Whether 
he went into the RAMC or some other non- 
combatant service depended upon whether 
there was a vacancy or not. 

Asked to consider seriously whether he 
would be prepared to do some form of non- 
combatant service apart from the RAMC 
(details of which were read out), the 
objector said he was not prepared to take 


part in any of those. The chairman said: 

“At present we are not satisfied that cur 
recommendation for the RAMC would be carried 
out. We therefore propose to adjourn the case 
for a month so that we can get into touch with 
the War Office and see whether. if we recom- 
mend you to the RAMC, you will certainly te 
posted there.” 


Two More Seats 


May Be Fought 


LANS are being considered for nominat- 

ing “Stop-the-War ” canaidates in two 

pending by-elections, reports the New 
Leader. 

The Lancashire ILP Divisional Council 
has recommended the National Council of 
the Party that a candidate should be 
nominated in the Stretford Division of 
Manchester. 

The ILP candidate would stand on the 
ILP policy of “Stop the War by a Socialist 
Peace.” 

It is also likely that the Macclesfield 
Division will be contested. 

On Sunday the Executive Committee of 
the No Conscription League decided to send 
its organizing secretary, Will Morris, to the 
constituency to report on the possibilities. 


—————— 


— 


University News 


Opposition to 
the War at 
Cambridge 


Se ab. 


ARMISTICE Day was marked at Cam- 

bridge by a “Stop-the-War ” demon- 
stration. The bodies officially taking part 
were the Cambridge University PPU 
Group, and the University Communist 
Society; but it was a significant sign of the 
growing opposition to the war that many 
Socialists and Liberals were also among the 


demonstrators. 

About 25€ young men and women took part. 
About 70 of these were members of the PPU 
Group 

The demonstrators assembled on Parker's 
Piece for a poster parade to the war memorial. 
“Who Pays for War? You!” was a typical 
poster 

On arriving at the memorial the procession 
divided and stopped on either side of it. Wreaths 
were laid by J. C. Hatch (Secretary of the PPU 
Group), and by a Communist undergraduette. 
This ceremony was followed by an impressive 
two-minute’s silence during which the posters 
were lowered. 

The procession then returned to its starting 
point and dispersed. It was conducted in the 
ines orderly way. and it attracted much atten- 
ion. 


AST week the Oxford University Pacifist 

Association held an informal debate on the 

motion “That we deplore the support given to 
the war by the Churches.” 

Speakers were the Rev. T. B. Scrutton, of the 
Anglican Pacifist Fellowship, and the Rev. T. R. 
Milford, Vicar of the University Church. No 
vote was taken. The Rev. Scrutton argued that 
war would not be abolished until it was put 
outside the sphere of argument by the con- 
science of mankind. 


Appeals: A Warning 


The Secretary of the Bournemouth and New 
Forest Region of the PPU wishes to stress that 
all appeals for aid of any kind should be re- 
ferred to local group secretaries, and not dealt 
with by individuals unless the applicant is 
personally known. 

A case has occurred in which several people 
have lost a good deal of money through the 
appeals of a man who posed as the former 
secretary of another region and claimed to be 
unemployed for ‘conscience’ sake.” 

Though his need may have been great, the 
variety of his stories rendered worthless all he 
said. 


Have You a “Peace News” File ? 


Will any reader who has a complete file 
al Peace News please write to the Editor at 
3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


Sohn Barclay on: 


[* spite of the fact that they have already been 

banned by four different bodies, the 
organizers of a Newton Abbot “” Stop-the-War” 
meeting are undismayed. 

The meeting was originally called for Novem- 
ber 12 and the local cinema was applied for, but 
it was refused. Whereupon the Salvation Army 
Officer in Newton Abbot granted them the use 
of their hut—but news was received that the S.A. 
authorities in Plymouth had also banned the 
meeting. 

The Public Library was then booked and the 
date of the meeting was. put forward te Monday 
of this week. Everything seemed to be running 
smoothly again—except that the local newspaper 
refused an advertisement under the Defence 
Regulations! when, at the last minute, the 
Council also banned the meeting. 

So the search for a hall continues. 

The National Council for Civil Liberties has 
been informed, and the matter has already been 
taken up by the Local Labour Party and other 
organizations who have sent in resolutions to the 
local press, protesting against the action of 
refusing advertisements under the Emergency 
Powers Act. 


Sheffield Busy on Armistice Day 
RMISTICE Day found pacifists busy in 
= Sheffield. Meetings were held throughout the 
day, while in addition three hundred white 
poppies were sold in aid of the War Resisters’ 
International, and between forty and fifty sellers 
disposed of five hundred copies of Peace News. 


Hammersmith Demonstration 
AMMERSMITH group organized a_ poster 
parade on Armistice Day, in which nearly 
forty people took part, and it was followed up 

with an open-air meeting at The Grove. 
The parade included posters urging support 
for the appeal of the King of the Belgians and 

Queen Wilhetmina. 


West Wickham Joint Service 
WEZEST Wickham PPU and Fellowship of 

Reconciliation groups united on Armistice 
Night in a service of intercession for peace, held 
at St. Mary's, The Avenue, West Wickham. 
There was a good congregation. The proups are 
organizing a joint meeting in the near future, 


Representative Sidmouth Meeting 

MEETING of pacifists was held in Sidmouth 

on Armistice Day, when the PPU, FoR, 
WRI and Methodist Peace Fellowship were all 
represented. 

A resolution was passed that a message be sent 
to the Prime Minister urging the immediate call- 
ing of a peace conference. 

A further meeting will be held on November 
25 to discuss future activities, when it is hoped 
E. C. Maddax, the regional secretary, will be 
present. 


Finchley Group Is Active 
HE Finchley Group, which covers Church End 
and North Finchley, is particularly keen 
and active, a pleasing feature being the 
enthusiastic interest of young members 

Five thousand copies of the leaflet; What are 
we fighting for? have been distributed in the 
borough, and also several hundred copies of the 
Peace Service Handbook. 

The group has sent a telegram and a letter, 
signed by members, to the Prime Minister, urging 
response to the appeal of the Belgian King and 
Dutch Queen and the securing of peace now. A 
similar letter has been sent to the Finchley MP, 


WAR—A Challenge 


RAODERN war is such a revolting business 
and so patently futile that I can never 
understand how it gets the support of 
women. In the past there was an excuse, 
there was a certain amount of romance. 
Men could say that they went out to fight 
to protect women and children, but now 
this has all changed. Women and children 
have become the target, and war has lost all 
romanre and become a matter of scientific 
murder; it hides neither its brutality nor its 
futility, and yet women do 
' not protest. 
The Group I believe that the time is 
Secretary S/coming quite soon when 
Weekly every woman who has 
Notes imagination and courage— 
and few women are with- 
out either—will rise up 
and demand the immediate end of this 
taost futile war. It is all a question of a 
lead and that I propose to give. 


* 


No national newsoaper will give pub- 
licity to help with this except Peace News, 
so that it must be organized within the 
pacifist movement. First there must be a 
centre to which all can come and gain the 
knowledge that others feel as they. 
Secondly there must be someone to whom 
the first protest must be made, and thirdly 
there must be a small deputation of women 
known to all who can go as the bearers of 
this protest. 

My suggestion is therefore as follows: 
On Saturday, December 16, women from 
all over Britain should come to London; 
meeting at railway termini, they should 
proceed to Trafalgar Square and from there 
thirteen prominent public women should 
walk to Buckingham Palace and deliver 
their message to the Queen. The only 
banners to be carried should be of a simple 


to WOMEN 


nature similar to that carried by Miss Mary 
Taylor recently from Liverpool to London: 

“I appeal to men to stop the war. 

For the sake of women and children every- 

where.” 

The message to the Queen would be to 
say that this was but the beginning of a 
movement by women to arouse all to the 
necessity of calling a halt of the present 
useless method of settling disputes. 


* 


I do not propose to organize this myself 
as I am already completely booked up and 
besides, I am not a woman! I can, how- 
ever, give wide publicity to the idea and 
give help in all kinds of ways to make it 
a success, 

If you support this idea. will you please 
send me a postcard or letter and I will 
follow it up with a draft to all groups out- 
lining the scheme and suggesting ways and 
means. We should have to cover all 
churches, women's guilds and _ similar 
bodies and the national organizations of 
women would be asked to support us. 

Who knows, perhaps we may have 
tapped a very large reservoir; the great 
thing is to begin. Everyone says “ why 
not do something about it?” We will! 


* 


This need not prevent the men from 


helping. I should like to see every man 
from the PPU in London “manning the 


streets” that day, selling Peace News and 
supporting the women. 


“War will cease when men refuse to 


fight” is the slogan that day. 
Women can give the lead. Will they? 


' PEACE NEWS * 


How P.P.U, 


for Peace 


Mr. John Crowder, and PPU headquarters have 
been asked to send letters to the King of the 
Belgians and the Queen of the Netherlands 
apprising them of the support of the PPU 
membership of over 130,000. 

As part of their witness for peace, the Finchley 
group has arrangea a Christmas party for the 
poorest children of the borough. 

The group meets every Wednesday a 7.30 p.m. 
at 16 Wentworth Avenue, Church End, Finchley, 
N.3. 


Maldea and Coombe Propaganda Campaign 


PROPAGANDA campaign for the winter 
season was considered at a general meet- 
ing of the Malden and Coombe group. 

The district was divided into five areas, each 
with a distribution officer. 

One prominent feature of publicity is the 
street-selling of Peace News by an enthusiastic 
team. 

The group has approved by a good majority a 
proposal to affiliate to the local No Conscription 
League branch, which has an advisory bureau 
for CO's. 

It is proposed to hold monthly meetings in 
the Congregational Church Hall for discussions, 
&c. The next meeting, to which members of the 
public will be invited, will be on November 23, 
when it is hoped that speakers from other local 
peace organizations will be present. 


Islington Activity 
HE Islington group of the Methodist Peace 
Fellowship is progressing favourably with 
the Nottingham scheme and will send regular 
contributions to the headquarters of the PPU 
and the MPF, 

This group also co-operates with the N.1 group 
of the PPU in Peace News selling at Nag’s Head 
on Saturdays, when there is almost continuous 
selling from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

For propaganda purposes the group is to print 
its own “sticky-backs.” It is also hoped to 
arrange visits to local churches and other bodies. 

A CO's advisory bureau is contemplated, and 
half-an-hour at each Wednesday meeting is 
devoted to discussion of suggested statements to 
tribunals. 

Group meetings are held on alternate Wednes- 
days at 7.30 p.m. at Hornsey Road Methodist 
Church and on alternate Tuesdays at 6 p.m. in 
Lyons at Finsbury Park; next Wednesday meet- 
ing, November 22; mext Tuesday mecting, 
November 14. 


“Peace News” in Rickmansworth 
EMBERS of the Rickmansworth and Croxley 
Green group broke new ground last 
Saturday by selling Peace News in Rickmans- 
worth High Street. This was a new venture and 
that seven of them sold 40 copies in about 90 
minutes. 

Since the group was formed in July, a Study 
Team has met regularly and in view of increas- 
ing numbers it is intended shortly to run 
separate teams in Croxley and Rickmansworth. 


Rotherham Street Selling 
HE Rotherham proup is organizing a street 
sale of Peace News for Saturday, November 
25. Any offers of help will be gratefully re- 
ceived by the Secretary, Mr. J. Locker, 101 Pitt 
Street, Rotherham. 

The local group of the Society of Friends has 
co-operated with our PPU group in the forma- 
tion of a joint Advisory Committee for COs. 
Until public rooms can be obtained inquiries 
should be made to the local secretary of the PPU, 
Mr. J. Locker, 101 Pitt Street Rotherham. 


Police at Tonna Meeting 
HE Tonna branch has just held its first public 
meeting in war-time. Richard Bishop was 
the principal speaker to a better gathering than 
at any peace meeting held previously. 

A busy week-end on the part of the police, in 
delving into local pacifists’ activities, was 
rounded up by the attendance of five police 
officers at the hall. one of whom took notes, and 
two being stationed outside. 

The other speaker was Mr. W. I. Davies, leader 
of the Tonna group. This is the only meeting 
that has been held in Neath town and adjacent 
valleys, 


Dr. Belden at Barnet 

N November 9 Dr. Belden addressed a 
Barnet audience of about a hundred, 
mostly PPU members, encouraging all with his 
vision and enthusiasm. His subject was “ The 
Next Step.” and he propounded two plans, one 
for vitalizing international contacts between 
pacifists and another for making effective the 

weight of the near-pacifists in the churches. 

Two new study groups are being formed in the 
Barnet district, and Peace News is sold in the 
High Street each Saturday afternoon, as it has 
been for the past two years, but with a keenness 
and success far above that which marked pre- 
war efforts. 

An open meeting, similar to that which Dr. 
Belden addressed, is held each month, and a 
bulletin has been started. By these means, and 
threugh the work of our COs advisory Bureau 
many fresh contacts have been made, and the 
disadvantage of having many active members 
dispersed through evacuation has been more 
than compensated. 


Proposed Sutton Centre 
UTTON members are anxious to begin a new 
Dick Sheppard House which will provide a 
centre for PPU activities and also the means for 
an experiment in communal living. 

An excellent house has been found and it is 
proposed to offer a bed-sitting room for each 
person so that they can be alone when they feel 
the need. 

The organizers are in danger of losing this 
particular house, which they feel is very suitable, 
so any who are interested in the venture are 
asked to write at once at Dorothy Vickers, at 122 
Carshalton Road, Sutton. 


Northampton Breakfast Meeting 
ORE thar a hundred people attended the 
breakfast meeting at Northampton recently 
at which Mr. Datta V. Tahmankar spoke on the 
“Spirit of Gandhi-ism.” One important belief 
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Groups Are Working 


of Gandhi, he said, was that there was a differ- 
ence between an individual life and national 
life. If all individuals worked for peace in their 
own lives their particular country would stand 
tor peace. 

The meeting was also addressed by Dr. 
Leighton Yates. 


Derby’s First Open-Air Meeting 


HE Derby group has been very active 
recently. On October 14 the group 
organized the first open-air meeting in Derby 
Market Place ever attempted since the group was 
inaugurated. They were so encouraged by the 
success of the meetings that similar gatherings 
have been held every Saturday since. Not only 
have they made new contacts but they have 
roused up some of the more inactive members. 

Toward the end of November it is proposed 
to hold a Mock Tribunal in the Friends’ Meeting 
House, Derby. The members of the tribunal will 
be non-pacifists. 

Twenty-one men and seven women are taking 
an ambulance course at an evening class with a 
view to taking the St. John Ambulance txamina- 
tion. When all have qualified it is thozght that 
some sort of First Aid Unit will be formed. 


Warwick-Coventry Selling Plan 


HE Warwick and Leamington Pacifist Group 

continues to meet fortnightly and the 

enthusiasm of the members is a pleasing con- 
trast to six months ago. 

A plan started last Saturday for members of 
this group to sell Peace News in Coventry, whilst 
members from Coventry will sell in Warwick. 
This overcomes the natural shyness of members 
with regard to their own town. This is being 
organized by Harold Best, 13 Briswood Avenue, 
Leamington Spa, and prospective sellers should 
get into touch with him. 


Enthusiasm in Rugby 


HERE has been a cheering increase in atten- 

dance at Rugby group mectings and an 

enthusiastic growth in activities during the last 
month or two. 

Members have been active in the distribution 
of several thousand * Stop-the-War” leaflets. A 
first aid class (private) for members has been 
formed, as well as a “land and industrial” 
group to work a three-acre small-holding on 
community lines, and to make a light tractor 
plough at small cost. If the latter is successful 
it is hoped to make others for similar community 
groups. 

In addition one or two members are consider- 
ing the possibility of taking a house to be run on 
community lines, which would also give com- 
ftortable quarters for meetings of the group. 


MP Entertained at Shipley 
HE Shipley and Bingley groups were recently 
visited by their Member of Parliament, Mr. 
A. Creech Jones, at a very successful meeting 
of over eighty members and friends, 

Mr. Creech Jones was a CO in the last war 
but he said he had sunk his personal views to 
meet the changing circumstances which he ex- 
pounded. His talk provoked many questions and 
statements from members, who made the most 
of their opportunities to get their arguments 
home. 


New Southend Organizer 
RGANIZATION of the Southend branch has 
now been taken over by Ronald K. Chatten, 
76 Fairleigh Drive, Leigh-on-Sea, who wants all 
members who have got out of touch with the 
group to communicate with him. 

He also wants conscientious objectors to get 
into touch with him as soon as possible, as the 
local advisory bureau will almost certainly be 
able to help them. 


London Weekly 
Meetings 


in Dick Sheppard Memorial Club, 

Binney Street (late Thomas Street, 

opposite Selfridge’s) on Tuesdays at 

7 p.m. (refreshments available from 

6.15 p.m.). All welcome. - 

Nov. ?1.—John Barclay on “ Propaganda 
for Troper-Geese.” 

No. 28.—Dr. C. E. M. Joad on “COs and 
Tribunals.” 

Dec. 5.—BUSINESS MEETING for Group 
Leaders and Secretaries only. 

Dec. 12.—Mr. Kimber, representing Fedcral 
Union, interrogated by a PPU inember’. 


# pao vee Daren ASASeseSHOSSRSRSGee Sean Se CEES saueseussooTsEDEaN AD 


A Loss to the 
P.P.U. 


From a Correspondent. 


ACIFISTS throughout a wide area will hear 
with the deepest regrot of the death of Mc. 
Ernest Bairstow of Llano, Guildford Road, Farn- 
ham, Surrey. He died on November 5 in Guild- 
ford Hospital, after a short illness at the 
comparatively early age of 45. 

Mr. Bairstow was active in peace work all his 
life. He was one of the early members of the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, and when called 
for army service registered as a conscientious 
objector. His alternative service consisted of 
agricultural work 

For a few years after the war he was a mem. 
ber of the agricultural community at Melton 
Mowbray. Later, with a member of this com- 
munity he established a small-holding at 
Fordingbridge, Hants. , 

In 1922, Mr. Bairstow joined the staff of the 
Farnham Herald, and later his journalistic 
experience was put at the disposal of peace and 
social activities. He was a socialist in the best 
sense of the word, but despite his many and 
varied activities was one of the first members 
of the Farnham Group of the Peace Pledge 
Union and remained a member whose experience 
was always valued. One of his last journalistic 
adventures was to become joint editor of 
Community. 

Every sympathy has been expressed with Mrs. 
Bairstow, who is treasurer of the Farnham PPU. 
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Dates for 
Your Diary 


L Send notices to arrive not later than 
Monday. 


2. Include: Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, 
street); nature of event; speakers, 
organizers (and secretary's address)— 
preferably in that order and style. 


Today (Friday) 


FARNHAM, Surrey; 7.30p.m. Institute, South 
Street; Eric Gill; PPU. 

HIGHGATE VILLAGE; 7.30 p.m. “ Ye Olde Gate 
House”; Barbara Wootton and Professor C. E. M. 
Joad (chairman) on “ Federal Union”; Federal 
Union. 


Tomorrow (Saturday) 


BIRMINGHAM; 2.30 p.m. Friends’ Meeting 
House, Bull Street; conference to discuss “ Plans 
for a Real Peace”; Cecil Wilson, Fenner Brock- 
way and John S. Hoyland (chairman); No Con- 
scription League. 

BRISTOL; 2.30 p.m. The Folk House, College 
Green; annual general mecting; 3.30 p.m. open 
‘meeting; D. J. Weight (chairman) and Harold 
Bing: Wessex Pacifist Council. 

BETHNAL GREEN; 3 p.m. Victoria Park Square; 
S.J. Hart and C. H. Haworth (chairman); PPU. 
GREENFORD; 3 p.m. Co-operative Hall (oppo- 
site the Granada Cinema); Rev. C. Paul Gliddon; 
4p.m. tea and discussion; PPU. 

GUILDFORD; 3p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 
Ward Street; East Hants and West Surrey 
Regional meeting; John Barclay; PPU. 
PORTSMOUTH; 7 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 
Fratton; John Barclay; PPU. 


Sunday, November 19 


EASTLEIGH; 11 a.m. Baptist Schoolroom, Des- 
borough Road; West Hants Regional meeting; 
3p.m. Public meeting; John Barclay; PPU. 
GLASGOW ; 2.30 p.m. Band Hall, Knightswood ; 
inaugural meeting; Bert Vallance ; No Conscrip- 
tion League. 

BOURNEMOUTH; 3p.m._ Friends’ Meeting 
House, Avenue Road; Mock Tribunal; PPU. 
GLASGOW; 3p.m. Co-op. Hall, Greenbank 
Street, Pollokshaws; inaugural meeting; D. G. 
Macrae; No Conscription League. 

EWELL, Surrey; 6.30p.m. Ewell Vicarage, 
Church Street; Mock Tribunal; PPU. 


Monday, November 20 


SHEFFIELD; 7.30p.m. Victoria Hall (Upper 
Lecture Hall), Chapel Walk; Dr. A. D. Belden 
and G. E. Fallows (chairman) ; PPU. 
BAYSWATER; 8p.m. Dick Sheppard Centre, 
52 Queensway; Charles Vereker on “ Introduc- 
ing Ireland”; PPU. 

BIRKENHEAD; 8&p.m. Beechcroft Settlement; 
Dr. Olaf Stapletom on ‘“ Federal Union”; PPU. 
MUSWELL HILL; 8 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 
Church Crescent; John Barclay; meeting for 
members of Hornsey groups; PPU. 

EWELL, Surrey; 8.15p.m. Ewell Vicarage, 
Church Street; Sydney Larcombe on “ Pacifism 
Has no Frontiers”; PPU. 


Tuesday, November 21 


TOWER HILL; 12.30p.m. Open-air 
Maurice Rowntree; City PPU group. 
BLACKBURN ; 7.30 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 
off King Street; Mock Tribunal; PPU. 
SUNBURY ON THAMES; 7.30 p.m. 11 French 
Street ; debate on “Is the Labour Party's present 
policy Socialist”; Labour speaker from Trans- 
port House; PPU speaker, W. G. Millman; 
chairman, Rev Davis Crane; PPU. 
PALMERS GREEN; 8 p.m. St. George’s Presby- 
terian Church Hall, Fox Lane; Federal Union 
Speaker; chairman, Rev. J. Macara Gardner; 
St. George’s Peace Group and PPU. 


meeting ; 


Wednesday, November 22 


COALVILLE ; 7.30 p.m. Marlborough Square Ex. 
P.M. Church; Rev. Alexander Miller and Rev. 
J. R. Blackburn (chairman); PPU. 
BAYSWATER; 8 p.m. Dick Sheppard Centre, 52 
Queensway; Series on Russia—No. 1; Reginald 
Bishop on “Russia and the World”: PPU. 
PECKHAM; 8p.m. Highshore Road, Rye Lane; 
second anniversary group meeting; John Bar- 
clay on “ Why not stop the War?”; PPU. 


SANDERSTEAD ; 8 p.m. Congregational Church 


Hall, Sanderstead Hill; Stuart Morris; PPU. 


Thursday, November 23 


BRENTWOOD; 7.30p.m. Co-operative Hall, 
King’s Road; Stuart Morris and Stephen 
Usherwood ; chairman, Rev. W. Andrew James; 
PPU. 

KINGSWOOD (Bristol); 7.30p.m.  Crispen 
Rooms, High Street; two members of Cotswold 
Bruderhof will speak on “The Way of Com- 
munity”; PPU. 

GLASGOW; 7.30 p.m. ILP Hall, 634 Goven Road; 
CO member on “ War and the Individual”; No 
Conscription League. 

LEYTONSTONE ; 8 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 
Bush Road; J..Goodfellow on “Freedom is in 
Peril” ; PPU. 


Friday, November 24 


PORTSMOUTH; 7p.m. Central Hall, 
Road; Vera Brittain; PPU. 
PINNER ; 8 p.m. Vagabond’s Hall; Stuart Morris, 
Sybil Morrison and Evan Williams (chairman) ; 
PPU. 


Fratton 


Saturday, November 25 


BURNLEY; 3p.m. Temperance Rooms, Brown 
Street; N.E. Lancs. Federation Conference; J. H. 
Padel and Rev. N. W. Calvin (chairman) ; PPU. 
WANDSWORTH; 6.30p.m. Friends’ Meeting 
House, 59 High Street; Mock Tribunal; chair- 
man, J. Allen Skinner; PPU. 


Sunday, November 26 


BOURNEMOUTH; 3p.m. Friends’ Meeting 
House, Avenue Road: debate with Left Book 
Club; PPU,._ 


PEACE 


NEWS 


LETTERS 


“Like Persons 
with Yourself ” 


FOr many months past my home and 

House of Commons postbag has come 
laden with messages of inspiration, love 
and good will. Since September 3 the 
number of such letters has increased daily. 
I cannot possibly reply to them or to the 
resolutions. 

May I, therefore, ask all my friends who 
take Peace News to accept my grateful 
thanks for their continued confidence and 
encouragement, JI value all the letters 
which come. more than I can say. Like 
most people of my temperament I some 
times feel the loneliness of life. A man 
may have crowds of kindly, good natured 
associates. Few of us possess many friends 
to whom we can truly reveal ourselves. 
The letters and messages, the cheering 
crowds at meetings, bring home to me how 
little worthy any of us, especially. myself, 
can be of all the loving comradeship which 
comes our way. 

So, comrades, when you think of any 
prominent person always think of them, as 
St. Paul would say, as “ Like Persons with 
Yourself,” gifted with just the same faults 
and passions as you are, and say a prayer 
that all of us may “ keep the faith ” we have 
espoused, and strive to serve God, the 
highest, best, noblest we know through and 
by service to our fellow men and women. 


: GEORGE LANSBURY. 
39, Bow Road, London, E.3. 


Democracy 


John Rowlands’ letter curiously assumes 
that a self-governing India would retain 
the limited franchise thrust on the country 
by British imperialism. In criticizing the 
Congress Party he might have noted that 
its programme includes Adult Suffrage. 

I cannot agree that even the present 
legislatures (though clearly no true ex- 
ample of Democracy) shows less genuine 
concern for the welfare of India than our 
Civil Servants or that the latter are any 
more “disinterested.” The ICS is itself a 
vested interest, and the representative of 
a greater vested intérest—British capit- 
alism. But the fundamental question in 
all discussions on “ good” government is— 
who is to decide what is “ good ”? 

If “the toad beneath the harrow” is to 
decide, that involves democracy—not be- 
cause democracy always means_ good 
government, but because it is the only way 
for people to determine for themselves 
what is good and to reject it if it proves to 
be bad. The alternative is for dictators 
and would-be dictators to fight it out, which 
means perpetual war and (since power 
corrupts those who wield it) perpetual 
injustice. 

Thus, in answering John Rowlands. I 
find my answer to Albert McCarthy. 
Where Russia has advanced its frontiers 
the bureaucrat will replace the landlord 
and a “totalitarian” education may prove 
a bigger danger to progress than no educa- 
tion at all. In Poland, as in India, she 
people’s own judgment is the only standard 
of what is “ good” that I can accept. 

Democracy—until it is applied to our 
economic as well as our political life—will 
have many of the faults of all other forms 
ef government: but if there is to be any 
authority at all, democracy alone has any 
moral sanction or ultimate stability. 


REGINALD REYNOLDS 
53, Cleveland Square, London, W.2., 


Follow-up Propaganda 


In view of the fact that several towns are 
now planning a Women’s Peace March on 
the same lines as the Liverpool effort, may 
I put forward certain suggestions? 

To my mind the value of such a witness will 
be lost unless it is followed up immediately by 
intensive pacifist propaganda. 

In Liverpoc!l, as a sequel to the Women’s 
Peace March, we called for volunteers for the 
mass selling of Peace News regularly every 
Saturday afternoon. The response kas been so 
good that we have been able to start several 
fresH sites in the town, and whereas a month 
ago we were disposing of 12 dozen Peace News 
weekly, last week-end we cleared 25 dozen. We 
hope gradually to work up to 40 dozen weekly, 
but obviously we shali need many more volun- 
teers before we can approximate that figure. 

Another interesting experiment Las been 
tried out by one of our sellers. He has started 
touring public-houses in a particular district, 
and on Friday evening last he sold 16 Peace 
News in less than two hours. His method is to 
ask permission of the barman, and then go 
round among the clientele. Not only is the sell- 
ing result good, but the seller is able to get into 
conversation with buyers, and hence sow the 
seeds of pacifism among many who would other- 
wise never think about the matter. 

The same enthusiast has in mind a plan for 
selling at football matches, and this no doubt 
would prove gq fruitful field. Obviously, how- 
ever, we need a bigger army of sellers in the 
town itself before “regulars” can be spared for 
this work. 


In those towns where a Women’s Peace March 
has already teen held since the war started, I 
think it is time for a general procession in 
which men as well as women may take part. 
In such a procession naturally the banners 
carried should be varied, without being provo- 
cative. 

MARY A. TAYLOR. 

24 Falkner Street. Liverpool, 8. 


Imperialism 


Your correspondent Mr. Allan Hadfield takes 
exception to the colonial policy adumbrated in 
the “Appeal for a Declaration of Peace Terms” 
issued by the National Peace Council, and pub- 
lished prominently in Peace News. 

1 find Mr. Hadfield’s argument a little diffi- 
cult to follow, but he appears to be labouring 
under two major misconsceptions in regard to 
the Council’s policy which perhaps I can help 
to remove. Neither in this statement nor in any 
other document has the National Peace Council 
advocated the submission or transfer of colonial 
territory to German sovereignty, whether Nazi 
or otherwise. The Council is prepared to con- 
template German collaboration in an inter- 
national contro! for certain dependent territories 
—pending the realization of self-government—on 
the assumption, of course, that all 
collaborate accept the conditions laid down— 
but that is qa very different proposition. 

As for the problem of self-government or in- 
ternational control, the peace movement, as 
represented by the Council, has consistently stood 
for the freedom and independence of the native 
peoples as the first objective of colonial policy. 

But it is manifest that some dependent terri- 
tories are not immediately nor nearly ripe for 
self-government, and in the Council's view it 1s 
desirable that pending autonomy such areas 
should be brought under & control that is supra- 
national rather than be left under the un- 
qualified sovereignty of the metropolitan 
Power. If the international control was by way 
of a strengthened mandatory system— 
strengthened by the inclusion of new and 
precise obligations for encouraging progress 
towards self-government—the status of the 
native peoples could not fail to be improved, 
and at the same time claims of an imperialist 
character would have been given the only 
effective answer—which is the abandonment of 
all exclusive control over colonial areas 
wherever it exists. 

As regards India, the Council’s document ex- 
pressly commits itself to the rapid realization of 
ful! self-government for that country as an 
essential element in any constructive peace 


who so. 


In view cf this. I cannot follow the 


policy. 
point of Mr. Hadtield’s remark in regard to “ in- 


ternational control” fer India. Such a propesa! 
has certainty never been made by the National 
Council. 
GERALD BAILEY. 
39 Victoria Street. London, S.W.1. 


The most extraordinary statement made in Mr. 
Hadfield's letter is: “I do not hold that a noble 
Imperialism is in any way incompatible with 
either Pacifism or Christian Socialism.” Surely 
no man with any knowledge of the real meaning 
of Imperialism could possibly make such a 
statement. 

Imperialism is an extension of capitalism and 
its purpose is threefold. First, as in the home 
country the worker receives as wages less thar 
the wealth he produces he obviously cannet buy 
back the equivalent of the product of his labour, 
hence the empioying class seeks other markets 
to take up this slack. Second, the products of 
that unholy trinity rent, interest and profit con- 
stantly need reinvestment and tne industries of 
the home country do not provide sufficient oppor- 
tunity for this. Third, in the sacred cause cf 
production for profit labour ccsts must be cut 
as far as possible and as the people of India can 
be made to work for less than the people of 
England, the jute industry of Dundee goes to 
India, to take only one example. 

As I see it, then, the expression “noble Im- 
perialism” is a contradiction in terms, and the 
exploitation of man by man, whether white, 
brown, yellaw, or black. can never be com- 
patible with either pacifism. socialism or 
christianity. 

GEOFFREY NORMAN. 

24 Frankland Close, 

Croxley Green, Herts. 


‘* False Premises ” 


I had no wish to ask of your courtesy again 
but I must express my amazement that an ex- 
Serviceman should cast such aspersions on the 
British Legion as Mr. Simmons dces. 

No Pacifist need be ashamed of being a mem- 
ber of an organization with such a record « 
humane service to its fellow-men. Mr. Simmons’s 
remarks re political control of the Legion are 
utterly unworthy, and in such districts as I 
know are definitely untrue. If this kody repre- 
sents only a “small minority.” surely Mr Sim- 
mons represents a smaller minority, yet he feels 
justified in stating what “the majority of ex- 
Servicemen” think. 

That just illustrates my plea 
cbject is the very best we can have. but do 
let us be scrupulously fair, otherwise we shall 
but antagonize those we wish to win. 

A. E CUMMINS. 

41 Nova Road, Croydon, Surrey. 
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Classified Advertisements 


13d. per sord, minimum 2s. 
Box Number 6d. extra 


Latest time for copy, 
Tuesday morning 


ACCOMMODATION 
Wanted 


GUEST HOUSE accommodation by gentleman, 
Roehampton district. away weekends.—Write 
particulars, terms, “H,’ 40 Oak Hill Gardens, 
Woodford Green. 


YOUNG MAN requires bed-sitting room. Con- 
veniences. Part board. Christian home essential. 
Leytonstone district preferred.—Box 252, Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Road, London N4. 


FOR SALE 


COPYRIGHT Pacifist Notepaper, 25, 1s. 
Frederick Bowman's Peace Songs, 4d. Postcards, 
1d. Talking Picture News,” Liverpool, 1. 


VERMIN SPICE gives freedom from beetles, 
rats, &c. Send 9d. for trial tin—Levitt, Chemists, 
Kent Street, Hull. 


—_—_—_— 


HEALTH AND MEDICAL 


BARON SLIEMA, the World-famous Psycho- 
logist and Faith Healer is at the service of 
readers for all problems. Why worry? Get 
cured now. A fitter Britain will lead the way. 
Send stamped addressed envelope to BM/XPFS, 
London, WC1. 


PERSONAL 


TO ALL SUFFERERS. mentally or physically, 
have you tried spiritual treatment? Testi- 
monials.—Box 249, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Road, N.4. 


PRINTING 


PACIFIST PRINTER.~Leatiets, handbills, 
stationery. cards, and other simple matter.—W 
J. Brigden, 232, Selincourt Road, Londcn. 
S.W.17. 


PRINTING of any description. Special terms 
for leaflets. etc. Quotations from: Gait & Son, 
Boar Lane, Shipley, Yorks. ‘Phone: 2322. 


RELIGIOUS 
{ 


QUAKERISM. Information and literature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the Religious 
Society of Friends, free on application to the 
Friends Home Service Committee, 
House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 


Friends 


. 
SITUATIONS } 
Vacant | 
SHORTHAND-TYPIST (Pacifist), 17—18, re- | 
quired with Bencral office experience. Prefer- 
ably living in N. London. Write stating age, 


experience and salary.—Box 254, Peace News. 3 
Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


WANTED, man for gent’s’ hairdressing. 
Must be competent to take charge and work; 
115.; new business. Would employ CO.—Box 
250, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


Wanted 


ARTIST (CO) seeks work whole or part time. 
Good letterer. Clerical work accepted.—Ecx 251, 
Peace News 3 Blackstock Road, N 4. 


CHRISTIAN PACIFIST, 26 incorporated 
Accountant Chartered Secretary now holding 
responsible position, seeks appointment uncon- 
nected with munitigns.—Box 255, Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Road, London, N4 


COMMERCIAL ARTIST (21) desires work. 
Exempted CO. Own line preferred but adapt- 
able. Interested community life — Michael! 


Collins, 5 Ravenswood Road, Redland, Bristol. 


C.O. (21) requires general electrical, radio, 

scund systems or woodwork, &c. Change 
urgently needed.—Box 253 Peace News, 
Blacktock Road, London, N.4. 


te 


PACIFIST. 27, seeks to change present situa- 
tion for work on the land. Intelligent. Healthy. 
—P. Hobson, 42 Tinto Road, Plaistow, E.16. 


TYPEWRITING 


FIRST CLASS Typewriting and Duplicating. 
Mabel Eyles, 51 Ruskin Walk, Herne Hill, 
London, SE24. Brixton 2863. 


LAMB RIBBONS. Clean — Fine — Durable. 
2s. 3d. each, 12s. 6d. hulf-doz., postage paid. State 
machine, colour(s). Lamb's, Adelphi Chambers 
Preston. 


WHERE TO STAY 


YOUTH HOUSE. Residential and social centre 
for progressive youth. Vegetarian restaurant, 
lectures, dances, language classes, rambles, &c. 
Internationalism and fellowship in active com- 
munal life. Single bed-sitting-rooms, 15s. per 
week.—Apply Secretary, 250 Camden Road, 


N.W.1. Gulliver 5189. 
PRINTING! PRINTING!! 


GOOD WORK AT LOW PRICES 
FREE SAMPLES:— 


D. Kinver, 244, Westbury Terrace, Plymouth 


STOP THE \GREAT _LONDON 


WAR BY A 
SOCIALIST 
PEACE! 


(Under the auspices of the Independent Labour Party) 


Conway Hall, Red Lion 


(Three minutes from Holborn Tube Station) 


Thursday, November 23rd, at 7.30 p.m.i\TREVOR WILLIAMS 


AMES MAXTON, M.P, 
Dr. C. A, SMITH 
FENNER BROCKWAY 
Square GEORGE PADMORE 
JOHN McNAIR 


RALLY 


PEACE NEWS 


LABOUR PEACE DEMAND GROWS 


murt proceed simultaneously with the discus- 
sion of territorial, financial, economic, and 
other questions: disarmament should be dis- 
cussed by civilians, 

(c) Economic internationalism with regard to 
raw materials and food; free use for all of the 
great waterways; free access to all major sea 
and airports for all nations, and the removal 
of trade barriers. 


(d) The widest possible extension of self- 
government in the dependent areas of the 
world, end for the remaining colonial areas 
some form of international control and 
organization, Germany coming in on the same 
terms and subject to the same limitations as 
other colonial powers. (It is in this field that 
Great Britain can and should make a contri- 
bution to the new world order; in particular 
she should immediately recognize without re- 
serve the right of the Indian people to deter- 
mine for themselves their relationship with the 
British and other people. This means conced- 
ing to India the right of democratic selt- 
determination.) 


(e) A co-operative effort to improve the 
consumer power of the working class of every 
country. 


But the most vital part of the statement 
was suppressed by the Herald. This read: 


3. We offer here end now to enter into con- 
ference at any time with enemy, allied and 
reutral nations, who are prepared to co-operate 
with us in such a conference to see how far 
these things—without which the danger of war 
will be always and imminently with us—may 
be achieved. We exclude no country and no 
government. So soon as such a conference is 
epreed upon and the date of its meeting nixed, 
we are prepared to agree to an immediate 
armistice. 


The signatories were: 


James Barr, W. G. Cove, T. E. Groves, R. 
Fletcher. Agnes Hardie, David Kirkwood, George 
Lansbury, W. Leonard, W. Lunn, George Mathers. 
H. G. McGhee, J. Rrys Davies, Alfred Salter, 
S Silverman, A. Sloan, W. R_ Sorensen. R R 
Stokes, Cecil Wilson. 


Growing Demand for 
Negotiations Now 


The demand from the rank and file of 
the Labour movement continues. 


More than 70 local Labour Parties—in 
addition trades councils, women’s sections, 
&c.—have already sent in resolutions to 
Transport House calling for an immediate 
truce and a negotiated peace. 


The following are among such expres- 
sions of rank and file opinion: 


PEACE NEWS 


Editorial, Publishing, and Advertisement Offices: 
3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 
Telephone: Stamford Hill 6157 

Subscription Rates, anywhere in the World: 

Quarterly: 25 9d. Yearly: 10s 6d. 


THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION welcomes al! wroa 
accept the pacifist doctrine, no matter what their 
approach. Its activity is not confined to the 
registration of those who are opposed to war, 
but promotes and encourages a constructive 
peace policy. Members are attached to local 
proups designed to achieve a communal peace 
mentality and extend the influence of pacifism 
by propaganda and personal exemple. Give 
your pledge on a postcard: — 
L renounce war and LI will never support or 


sanction another. 


Sign this. add your address, and send the card 
to the Peace Pledge Union. 6 Endsleigh Street, 
London, WC 1 


Please hand this to your 
Newsagent 


(Newssgent's name) 


Please deliver “PEACE NEWS" 


to me weekly, 
Name 


Address 


as from issue dated 


Note to Newsagent :— 


“PEACE NEWS" is published 
weekly as a National Newspaper at 
the retail price of 2d. I{t is obtain- 
able by your wholesaler at the usual 
rates from the Publishers at 3 
Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 
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Resolutions 
A gainst War 


From All Over 
The Country 


¥T is perhaps 
i appropriate 
that we should be- 
gin with a letter 
from George Lans- 
bury, from whom 
we also print a 
letter on page 7. 

Writing from his 
home in Bow he 
says: 

“Will you ask 
Peace News readers 
who support the 
Queen of Holland 
and King Leopold's : I 
suggestion for media- sid 
tion and conference MR, LANSBURY 
to send me a fost card to Peace News Office, 
just saying: 

“*T (or we) heartily support the appeal of 
Queen Wilhelmina and King Leopold to the 
belligerents to stop the war and settle their 
differences by negotiation, conciliation and 
mediation.’ ” 


Holderness “Alarm ” 


The following resolution was unani- 
mously adopted by the Management Com- 
mittee of the Holderness Labour Party and 
sent to all affiliated organizations and 
Labour M.P.s: 

“This Divisional Labour Party notes with 
alarm the failure of the Governmen to enunciate 
it’s war aims in other than vague and ambiguous 
terms, the failure to extend any measure of Self- 
government to the Indian peoples, the dangerous 
anti-Trade Union provisions of the Defence 
Regulations published under the Emergency 
Powers Act, and, in general, the rapidly develop- 
ing attack on working-class standards and condi- 
tions of employment. 

it calls upon the National Council of Labour to 
state categorically that only the immediate re- 
versal by the National Government of these 
several policies can ensure the continued support 
of organized labour for the war.” 


Peace Call from 
Premier’s Constituency 


An immediate armistice was urged in a 
resolution adopted unanimously at a meet- 
ing of some 400 people held in the Prime 
Minister’s constituency recently. 


The meeting was called by Birmingham 
City branch of the Independent Labour 
Party. 

The resolution declared that “a second world 
war will neither liberate Poland, nor preserve 
democracy, nor in any other way benefit the 
masses of the people.” 


“A peace which merely prolongs the present 
system of imperialist oppression and capitalist 
exploitation,” it went on, “will not remove in- 
justice and will leave unsolved the problems 
underlying the present war, and increase the 
poverty which is the lifelong fate of the majority 
of workers.” 

Newcastle Central Division Labour Party 
passed last week a resolution demanding 
the “immediate cessation of all hostilities 
and calling for a world conference to con- 
sider terms to promote and guarantee 
peace.” 


A resolution urging “ that steps be taken 
at once for peace by negotiation and ending 
the war’ was passed by Chester-le-Street 
Divisional Labour Party at a delegate 
conference at Chester-le-Street. 


The following resolution was passed at a 
meeting of the Newton Abbot Co-operative 
Women's Guild last week: 

We, the Co-operative Women’s Guild of New- 
ton Abbot, at a meeting held on October 25, 
1939, believing this war to be solely in the 
interests of Imperialism and direct contradic- 
tion to the spirit of co-operation, hereby resolve 


to do all in our power to bring together the | 
Co-operative | 


nations of the world into a 
Commonwealth and call upon the Government 


and our Labour leaders to immediately declare | 


a truce preparatory to the calling of a World 
Conference to discuss the just causes of war.” 


“ Withdraw Support from 
the Government” 


A meeting of the Accrington. and District 
Trades and Labour Council passed resolutions 
calling on the Labour Party to assist in calling 
@ peace conference and to state clearly terms 
which could form the basis of negotiated pezce. 


Daneshouse Ward of the Burnley Labour Party 
(Women's section) called on the Party Executive 
Committee to state clearly the terms to form the 
basis of peace negotiations. 


The Southend Co-operative Women’s Guild has 
passed a resolution demanding the immediate 


cessation of hostilities and the calling of a Peace 
Conference, and urging the Labour Party to en 
co-operation with the Government. 


Kingsbury branch of the Amalgamated Society 
of Woodworkers has protested against the im- 
perialist war and at the lining up of the TUC 
and Labour Party beside the reactionary Govern- 
ment. It declared that the war will be used to 
destroy democratic rights, and called on the 


November 17, 1939 


THE WORST 
SPEECH 
OF THE WAR 


union's Executive Committee to urge the TUC | 


and Labour Party to withdraw support from the 
Government and bring about negotiations for a 
world peace conference. 


A resolution of the East Ham and _ District 
Branch of the National Union of Clerks states 
that the war is purely imperialist and can only 
cause misery to all peoples, and therzfore urges 
TU leaders to overthrow the Government. 


Miss Dorothy E. Evans has written to the 
Daily Herald following a report of Mr. Attlees 
speech on Labour’s Peace Aims. The speech, she 
writes, “shows vision and constructive thought. 
Mr. Attlee has envisaged a vast edifice which it 
is not beyond the power of humane society to 
build. May I plead therefore that the Labour 
Party will press for the acceptance of the 
Belgian and Dutch offer of mediation and this 
give immediate effect to the declaration Mr. 
Attlee makes; namely where disputes cannot be 
amicably settled by negotiation, they must be 
submitted to the decision of disinterested arbi- 
trators and their decision accepted.” 


The Prime Minister and Mr. Attlee have 
received copies of the following resolution 
passed by the East Sheen Women’s: Co- 
operative Guild: 


“We request all lovers of peace to use every 
endeavour to urge this Government to do every- 
thing in its power to call for a world conference, 
the primary object being to stop the war, that 
further loss of life and suffering may be avoided 
and that immediate steps be taken to consider 
the real causes of war and plans prepared for 
their presentation.” 

Mr. William C. Elliott thanks all Peace News 
readers who have written offering to assist him 
in collecting signatures for the Peace Petition 
to the Parliamentary Labour Party. The 
response has exceeded his most optimistic expec- 
tations. 

There are still forms available and readers 
who missed his first appeal and would like to 
help, should write to him at 36 Hanworth Road, 
Redhill, Surrey, and the enclosure of a stamped 
and addressed foolscap envelope will be 
appreciated. 


“Peace News” 
Turned Down 


HE Chadderton District Council has de- 

cided, by a majority of eight to five, 

to refuse the offer of the Peace Pledge 

Union to send each week a copy of Peace 
News for the Library reading room. 

The chairman of the Libraries Com- 
mittee said it seemed to him the wrong 
time for such a thing in the country. He 
did not know in what manner they talked 
of peace, but he thought it could be left 
until the war was over. “Of course, I 
have never read the paper,” he added. 

“One does not need to be an ardent pacifist 
or a member cf the Peace Pledge Union to feel 
a little ashamed of Chadderton Council’s action,” 
commented a local paper. “Hitler, of course, 
began by banning one English paper after 
another, but the Englishman considers it his 
right to know all sides of the case. Those in 
authority should take a certain pride in allow- 
ing the people to form their own opinions after 
considering all points of view.” 

Anotner paper commented: “ While we defend 
the right of the PPU to try to put its message 
across in Chadderton, we must also defend the 
right of Chadderton Council to turn it down. 
as in a democracy the members are entitled to 
vote as they please, but we wish the majority 
had been cn the other side.’ 


=—— WVext Week 


REGINALD 
REYNOLDS | 


will write the second of his “Speaking 


Personally” series of articles on “ The 
Illusion of Power.” 


vs. . went too far” 


'THE reaction of the Press and the public 
to Mr. Churchill’s broadcast speech of 

last Sunday must have been very much less 

gratifying to him than his former efforts. 

Its bellicose and abusive tone caused 
general discomfiture and dismay. 

Typical of the shocked comment of those 
who admired his previous speeches and his 
work at the Admiralty was that of John 
Bouverie, feature writer of the News 
Chronicle. 

“Tike a favourite of the music-hall Mr. 
Churchill can go too far,” John Bouverie 
wrote. ‘And go too far he did, on Sun- 
day night, when he spoke of the Germans 
as Huns... . 

“I did not expect.the first abuse of this 
kind since the war began to come from the 
lips cf a British Cabinet Minister. . . 

“To use language like that is to descend 
to the Nazis’ own level, to behave in the 
very way which Mr. Churchill, throughout 
the rest of his speech, so rightly deplored. 

Nor do I believe it accurately reflects 
the present temper of the people... 

“Perhaps the worst of all war horrors is 
the degradation of the human mind and 
judgment which war brings in its train. 
If the war and the peace are to be worth 
winning we must resist it: after all, we shall 
have to share with the German people—the 
‘Huns’—the world that comes after. 


M.P. on the Present 
Opportunity for Peace 


Addressing a recent gathering of his con- 
stituents Mr. R. R. Stokes, MP for Ipswich, said 
that an opportunity such as had never been 
offered before presented itself now; an oppor- 
tunity which if missed would lead to the 
dreadful carnage of some six million human 
beings. He hoped that each member of the 
audience would think the matter out for himself 
and not necessarily trust what they read or 
were told. 

Mr. Stokes outlined the points which he 
thought any conditions of peace should embody. 
His speech has since been published in leaflet 
form. 


London Fellowship 
Meetings 


There will be a Fellowship Meeting for 
Spiritual Refreshment every Sunday at 
3.30 p.m. at the Dick Sheppard Memorial 
Club, Binney Street, Oxford Street, Lon- 
don, W.1. The meeting ~vill be followed 
by Fellowship tea at 4.45 p.m. 
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